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Learning Objectives

       Introduction 
Th e Constitution is the fundamental law 

of a country which refl ects the fundamental 
principles on which the government of that 
country is based. It is the vehicle of a Nation’s 
progress. Th e concept of constitution was fi rst 
originated in U.S.A.

 1.1    The Need for 
a Constitution

All Democratic countries have a constitution 
that governs them. A constitution puts down 
certain principles that form the basis of any kind 
of a state that we as citizens, desire to live in. A 
constitution tells us the fundamental nature of 
our society. 

 1.2   Making of Indian 
Constitution

Th e Constitution of India was framed by a 
Constituent Assembly setup under the Cabinet 
Mission Plan, 1946. Th e Assembly consisted 
of 389 members representing Provinces 
(292), States (93), the Chief Commissioner’s 
provinces (3) and Baluchistan (1). Th e Assembly 
held its fi rst meeting on December 9, 1946. 

Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha, the oldest member, 
was elected as the temporary President of the 
Assembly. While the work was in progress, 
Dr. Sahchidananda Sinha died. Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad was elected as the President of the 
Assembly. Similarly, both H.C. Mukherjee and 
V.T. Krishnamachari were elected as the Vice-
Presidents of the Assembly. Th e Assembly met 
for 11 sessions along with 166 days of meetings. 
During the discussion,  2473 amendments were 
presented. Some of them were accepted. Th e 
Assembly worked through various committees 
and the draft  of the Constitution was prepared by 
the Draft ing Committee under the chairmanship 
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. He is recognised as the 
‘Father of the Constitution of India’.

�� To know about the making of Indian Constitution
�� To know the Salient features of Indian Constitution
�� To understand the Fundamental Rights and Duties
�� To know the Directive Principles of State Policy
�� To understand the Centre-State relations and the Emergency Provisions

Indian 
Constitution

Unit - 1

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
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240Indian Constitution

After the draft had been 
discussed by the people, the 
press, provincial assemblies 
and others, the Constitution 
was finally adopted on 
November 26, 1949, 
contained a Preamble, 22 
parts, 395 Articles and 8 Schedules. The drafted 
Constitution came into force on 26th January, 
1950. This day is known as the Republic Day. It 
is being observed every year.

Prem Behari Narain Raizada was 
the calligrapher of the Indian 
Constitution. The original 
constitution was handwritten by 
him in a flowing italic style.

 1.3   Salient features of 
Indian Constitution

�� It is the lengthiest of all the written 
constitutions of the world.

�� It has borrowed most of its provisions from 
the constitutions of various countries.

�� It is partly rigid and partly flexible.

�� It establishes a federal system of government.

�� It makes India as a secular state.

�� It provides an independent judiciary.

�� It introduces Universal Adult Franchise and 
accords the right to vote to all citizens above 
18 years of age without any discrimination.

 1.4  Preamble
The term ‘preamble’ refers to the introduction 

or preface to the Constitution. It consists of the 
ideals, objectives and basic principles of the 
Constitution. It has great value and has been 
described as the ‘key to the Constitution’. 

The Preamble to the Indian Constitution is 
based on the ‘Objective Resolution’, drafted by 
Jawaharlal Nehru, which was adopted by the 
Constituent Assembly on January 22, 1947. It has 
been amended once by the 42nd Constitutional 
Amendment Act of 1976, which added three 

new words - socialist, secular and integrity.  
The Preamble begins with the phrase ‘We, the 
People of India’. Thus, we can say that the people 
of India are the source of our Constitution. The 
Preamble of our Constitution states that India 
is a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic 
Republic. Its aim is to secure to all Indian 
citizens Social, economic and political justice. 

Liberty, Equality and Fraternity 
were the important slogans during 
the French Revolution in 1789. 
They are given importance in the 
Preamble of our Constitution.

 1.5  Citizenship
The word ‘Citizen’ is derived from the Latin 

term ‘Civis’. It means resident of a City State. 
The Constitution of India provides for a single 
and uniform citizenship for the whole of India.  
Articles 5 to 11 under part II of the Constitution 
deals with the citizenship.

Citizenship Act (1955)

The Citizenship Act of 1955 provides for 
acquisition and loss of citizenship after the 
commencement of the Constitution. This Act 
has been amended so far eight times. 

Acquisition of Citizenship

According to the Citizenship Act, 1955, the 
citizenship could be acquired through any of 
the following methods.

1. By Birth: All persons born in India on or after 
January 26, 1950 are treated as citizens by birth.

2. By Descent: A person born outside India on 
or after January 26, 1950 shall be a citizen of 
India by descent, if his father is a citizen of India 
at the time of his birth.

3. By Registration: A person can acquire 
citizenship of India by registration with 
appropriate authority.

4. By Naturalisation: A foreigners can 
acquire Indian citizenship, on application for 
naturalization to the Government of India.
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241 Indian Constitution

the “Guardian of the Constitution”.  According 
to Dr. Ambedkar, Article 32 is “the heart and 
soul of the Constitution”.
(a) Habeas Corpus: 

Safeguards people from illegal arrests.
(b) Mandamus: 

It protects the petitioner who requires legal 
help to get his work done by respective public 
authorities.
(c) Prohibition: 

It prohibits a subordinate court from acting 
beyond its jurisdiction.  
(d) Certiorari: 

It quashes an order issued by a subordinate 
court by overstepping its jurisdiction.
(e) Quo Warranto: 

It prevents usurpation of public office through 
illegal manner.

Suspension of Fundamental Rights
When the President makes a Proclamation 

of Emergency under Article 352, the freedoms 
guaranteed under Article 19 are automatically 
suspended. The President can suspend other 
fundamental rights through specific orders. 
These orders must be approved by the Parliament. 

5. By Incorporation of Territory: In the event 
of a certain territory being added to the territory 
of India, the Government of India shall specify 
the persons of that territory who shall be citizen 
of India.

Loss of Citizenship

The Citizenship Act of 1955 prescribes 
three ways of losing citizenship whether 
acquired under the Act or prior to it under the 
Constitution, viz, renunciation, termination 
and deprivation.

1. It can be voluntarily renounced by a citizen.

2. It can be terminated if a person acquires the 
citizenship of some other country.

3. The central government can deprive a 
naturalized citizen, if it satisfied that 
the citizenship was acquired by fraud, 
false representation or concealment of 
material facts or indulges in trade with 
enemy countries or if the person has been 
sentenced to imprisonment for a period of 
2 years.

 1.6  Fundamental Rights
The Fundamental Rights are enshrined in Part 

III of the Constitution from Articles 12 to 35. 
In this regard, the framers of the Constitution 
derived inspiration from the Constitution of 
USA. Originally, the Constitution provided for 
seven Fundamental Rights. At present, there 
are only six Fundamental Rights. Part III of the 
Constitution is rightly described as the Magna 
Carta of India. While Fundamental Rights are 
available to all persons, certain Fundamental 
Rights are available only to Indian Citizens. 

Right to constitutional remedies 
(Articles - 32)

A writ is an order or command issued by a 
court in writing under its seal. It is in the nature 
of a command or prohibition from performing 
certain acts that are specified in the orders of 
the court. Both the Supreme Court and the 
High Courts are empowered to issue five kinds 
of writs. That is why the Supreme Court is called 

Differences between 
Fundamental Rights and Directive 
Principles of State Policy

Fundamental Rights Directive Principles of 
State Policy

It was derived from 
the Constitution of the 
USA.

It was drawn on 
the model of the 
Constitution of Ireland.

Even the Government 
cannot take away or 
abridge these rights.

These are mere 
instructions to the 
Government.

These are enforceable 
by a court of law.

These are not 
enforceable in any court.

These have legal 
sanctions.

These have moral and 
political sanctions.

These rights strengthen 
political democracy in 
the country.

The implementation 
of these principles 
ensures social and 
economic democracy.
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242Indian Constitution

Right to Property (Art. 31) 
was deleted from the list 
of Fundamental Rights by 
the 44th Amendment Act, 
1978. It is made a legal right 

under Article 300-A in Part XII of the 
Constitution. 

V i o l a t i o n 
of which 
Fundamenta l 
right is associated 
with the theme 
depicted in the  
stamps?

I. RIGHT TO EQUALITY

Art. 14 - Equality before law.
Art. 15 -  Prohibition of discrimination on 

grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or 
place of birth.

Art. 16 -  Equality of opportunity in matters of 
public employment.

Art. 17 - Abolition of Untouchability.
Art. 18 -  Abolition of titles except military and 

academic.

II. RIGHT TO FREEDOM

Art. 19 -  Freedom of speech and expression, 
assembly, association, movement, 
residence and profession.

Art. 20 -  Protection in respect of conviction for 
offences.

Art. 21 -  Protection of life and personal liberty.
Art. 21A -  Right to elementary education.
Art. 22 -  Protection against arrest and detention 

in certain cases.

III. RIGHT AGAINST EXPLOITATION

Art. 23 -  Prohibition of traffic in human beings 
and forced labour.

Art. 24 -  Prohibition of employment of children 
in factories, etc. 

IV. RIGHT TO RELIGION

Art. 25 -  Freedom of conscience and free 
profession, practice and propagation of 
religion.

Art. 26 -  Freedom to manage religious affairs.
Art. 27 -  Freedom from payment of taxes for 

promotion of any religion.
Art. 28 -  Freedom from attending religious 

instruction or worship in certain 
educational institutions.

V.  CULTURAL & EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS

Art. 29 -  Protection of language, script and 
culture of minorities.

Art. 30 -  Right of minorities to establish and 
administer educational institutions.

VI. RIGHT TO CONSTITUTIONAL REMEDIES

Art. 32 -  It allows individuals to seek redressal 
for the violation of their fundamental 
rights.
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243 Indian Constitution

 1.7   Directive Principles of 
State Policy

The Directive Principles of State Policy are 
enumerated in Part IV of the Constitution 
from Articles 36 to 51. The Constitution does 
not contain any classification of Directive 
Principles. However, on the basis of their 
content and direction, they can be classified 
into three broad categories, viz, socialistic, 
Gandhian and liberal-intellectual. These 
principles are not enforceable by the courts.

But they are fundamental for the 
governance of the country. They aim at 
promoting the Social Welfare of the people. 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar described these principles 
as ‘novel features’ of the Indian Constitution.

The 86th Amendment Act of 2002 changed 
the subject -matter of Article 45 and made 
elementary education a fundamental right 
under Article 21 A. The amended directive 
requires the State to provide early childhood 
care and education for all children until 
they complete the age of six years.

 1.8  Fundamental Duties
The Fundamental Duties in the Indian 

Constitution are inspired by the Constitution 
of former USSR. In 1976, the Congress party 
set up the Sardar Swaran Singh Committee 
to make recommendations on fundamental 
duties. The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 
added some responsibilities of citizens to our 
Constitution called the Fundamental Duties. 
This amendment added a new part, namely, 
Part IVA to the Constitution. This new part 
consists of only one Article that is Article 51A 
which for the first time specified a code of ten 
fundamental duties of the citizens.

List of Fundamental Duties

(a)  To abide by the constitution and respect its 
ideals and institutions, the National Flag 
and the National Anthem.

(b) To cherish and follow the noble ideals which 
inspired the national struggle for freedom 

(c) To uphold and 
protect the 
s o v e r e i g n t y , 
unity and 
integrity of India

(d) To defend the 
country and 
render national 
service when 
called upon to 
do so

(e) To promote harmony and the spirit of 
common brotherhood among all the people 
of India transcending religious, linguistic 
and regional or sectional diversities; to 
renounce practices derogatory to the dignity 
of women

(f) To value and preserve the rich heritage of 
our composite culture

(g) To protect and improve the natural 
environment including forests, lakes, rivers 
and wildlife, and to have compassion for 
living creatures

(h) To develop scientific temper, humanism and 
the spirit of inquiry and reform

(i) To safeguard public property and to abjure 
violence

(j) To strive towards excellence in all spheres 
of individual and collective activity, so that 
the nation constantly rises to higher levels of 
endeavour and achievement

(k) To provide opportunities for education to 
his child or ward between the age of six 
and fourteen years. (The 86th Constitutional 
Amendment Act, 2002 has also introduced 
the 11th Fundamental Duty under 51A(k) 
under which all citizens of India or parents 
shall provide opportunities for education to 
their children between age of 6 and 14 years)

 1.9  Centre-State Relations 

Legislative relations

The Union Parliament has the power to 
legislate for the whole or any part of the 
territory of India, which includes not only the 
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of the Finance Commission appointed by the 
President under Article 280 of the Constitution. 

Late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi appointed 
the Sarkaria Commission in 1983 to make an 
enquiry into the Centre-State relations. The 
Central government has implemented 180  
(out of 247) recommendations of the 
Commission. The most important is the 
establishment of the Inter-State Council in 1990.

In 1969, the Tamil Nadu 
Government appointed a three-
member committee under 
the chairmanship of Dr. P V 

Rajamannar to examine the entire question 
of Centre-state relations.

 1.10  Official Language
Part XVII of the Constitution deals with 

the official language in Articles 343 to 351. 
Initially, the Constitution recognised 14 
regional languages which were included in the 
Eighth Schedule. At present, 22 languages are 
recognised. 

Activity
List out the recognised languages in the 
Eighth Schedule of the Constitution?

In 2004, the Government of 
India decided to create new 
category of languages called as 
“classical languages”. So far, the 
six languages are granted the 

classical language status namely Tamil (2004), 
Sanskrit (2005), Telugu (2008), Kannada 
(2008), Malayalam (2013) and Odia (2014).

 1.11  Emergency Provisions
National Emergency (Article 352)

The President under Article 352 can declare 
emergency if he is satisfied that India’s security 
is threatened due to war, external aggression 
or armed rebellion, or if there is an imminent 
danger or threat. When a national emergency 
is declared on the ground of war or external 

States but also the Union Territories or any 
other area for the time being, included in the 
territory of India. The Seventh Schedule of 
the Constitution embodies three lists namely, 
the Union List, State List and Concurrent List 
consisting of 97, 66 and 47 items respectively. 
The Parliament enjoys the exclusive power to 
legislate on subjects enumerated in the Union 
List. The State Legislature has exclusive right to 
legislate on the State List. Both Parliament and 
State Legislatures have power to legislate on 
subjects contained in the Concurrent. List. But 
in case of conflict between the law of the State 
and the Union on a subject in the Concurrent 
List, the law of Parliament prevails. 

The Union List, State List and 
Concurrent List consisting 
at present 100, 61 and 52 
items respectively. The 42nd 
Amendment Act of 1976 

transferred five subjects to Concurrent List 
from State List, that is, education, forests, 
weights and measures, protection of wild 
animals and birds, and administration of 
justice; constitution and organisation of all 
courts excepts the Supreme Court and the 
high courts.

Administrative relations

The Administrative power of a State extends 
only to its own territory and with respect to 
which it has legislative competence, whereas the 
Union has exclusive executive power over: (a) 
the matters with respect to which Parliament 
has exclusive power to make laws and (b) the 
exercise of its powers conferred by any treaty or 
agreement.

Financial relations

Article 268-293 in Part XII deal with the 
Financial relations between centre and the 
states. The Centre and States are empowered 
by the Constitution to impose various kinds 
of taxes. And certain taxes are imposed and 
collected by the centre and divided between 
centre and states based on the recommendation 
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Procedure of Amendment

An amendment of this Constitution may be 
initiated only by the introduction of a Bill for 
the purpose in either House of Parliament, 
and when the Bill is passed in each House 
by a majority of the total membership of 
that House and by a majority of not less than 
two-thirds of the members of that House 
present and voting, it shall be presented to 
the President who shall give his assent to the 
Bill and thereupon the Constitution shall 
stand amended in accordance with the terms 
of the Bill. The constitution amendment can 
be brought about only by the Parliament. 
State legislatures cannot initiate for any 
amendment to the Constitution.

Types of Amendments

Article 368 provides for three ways of 
amendments.
1. Amendment by simple majority of the 

Parliament
2. Amendment by special majority of the 

Parliament
3. Amendment by special majority of the 

Parliament and the ratification of half of 
the state legislatures.

42nd amendment of the  
Constitution is known as the 
mini Constitution.

 1.13   Constitutional 
Reform Commissions

The National Commission to Review the 
Working of the Constitution was set up by a 
resolution of the Government of India in 2000 
headed by M.N.Venkatachaliah. In April 2007, 
a three member commission headed by the 
former Chief Justice of India M.M.Punchchi 
was set up by the then Government to take a 
fresh look at relative roles and responsibilities 
of various levels of Government and their 
inter-relations.

aggression it is known as external emergency. 
On the other hand, when it is declared on 
the ground of armed rebellion it is known as 
internal emergency. This type of emergency has 
been declared three times so far: in 1962, 1971 
and 1975.
State emergency (Article 356)

Under Article 356, the President can declare 
an emergency in a state if the Governor 
reports that a situation has arisen under which 
the government of a State cannot be carried 
on in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution. The continuance of such an 
emergency beyond one year is possible only if 
emergency under Art. 352 are in operation or 
the Election Commission certifies that there 
are difficulties in holding Assembly elections. 
Maximum duration of the emergency can 
be three years. The State is governed by the 
Governor on behalf of the President. For the 
first time, the President’s Rule was imposed in 
Punjab in 1951.

Financial emergency (Article 
360)

Article 360 authorises the President to 
declare financial emergency if he is satisfied 
that the financial stability or credit of India 
or of any of its parts is in danger. In this type 
of emergency, salaries and allowances of 
any class of persons serving State or Union, 
including judges of the Supreme Court and 
High Court can be reduced by an order of 
the President. This type of emergency has not 
been declared in India so far.

 1.12   Amendment of the 
Constitution

The term amendment denotes change, 
improvement and modification. Article 
368 of the Constitution in Part XX, deals 
with the powers of Parliament to amend the 
Constitution and its procedure.
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I   Choose the Correct 
Answer

1.  Which of the following sequences in right 
regarding the Preamble?
(a)  Republic, democratic, secular, 

socialist, sovereign
(b)  Sovereign, socialist, secular, republic, 

democratic
(c)  Sovereign, republic, secular, socialist, 

democratic
(d)  Sovereign, socialist, secular, 

democratic, republic
2.  How many times has the Preamble to the 

Constitution of India amended?
(a) Once  (b) Twice (c) Thrice (d) Never

3.  A foreigner can acquire Indian citizenship 
through
(a) Descent (b) Registration
(c) Naturalisation (d)  All of the above

SUMMARY
 � The Constitution of India was framed by a Constituent Assembly set up under the Cabinet 

Mission Plan, 1946. 
 � The Preamble of our Constitution states that India is a Sovereign Socialist Secular 

Democratic Republic.  
 � The word ‘Citizen’ is derived from the Latin term ‘Civis’. It means resident of a City State. 
 � According to Dr. Ambedkar, Article 32 is “the heart and soul of the whole Constitution”.
 � In 2004, the Government of India decided to create new category of languages called as 

“classical languages”. 

EVALUATION

GLOSSARY

Preamble the introduction to the constitution of India முகவுரை 
Secular state A state which protects all religions equally சமயச் சார்பற்ற அைசு
Discrimination unfair treatesment of a person or group ்பாகு்பாடு
Writ written command of court நீதிப்்பைாரை
Sovereignty supreme power or authority இர்றயாணரம
Heritage something handed down from one’s ancestors ்பாைம்பரியம
Autonomy independence in one’s thoughts or actions தன்ாட்சி
Proclamation an announcement பிைகட்ம

4. Find the odd one out.
(a) Right to Equality
(b) Right against Exploitation
(c) Right to Property
(d) Cultural and Educational Rights

5.  One of the following is not an instance of an 
exercise of a fundamental right?
(a)  Workers from Karnataka go to Kerala to 

work on the farms
(b)  Christian missions set up a chain of 

missionary schools
(c)  Men and Women government employees 

got the same salary.
(d)  Parents property is inherited by their 

children
6.  Which one of the following rights was 

described by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar as the 
heart and soul of the Constitution?
(a) Right to freedom of religion
(b) Right to equality
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III Match the Following
1. Citizenship Act - Jawaharlal Nehru
2. The Preamble - 42nd Amendment
3. The mini Constitution - 1955
4. Classical language - 1962
5. National Emergency - Tamil

IV Give short Answers
1. What is a Constitution? 
2. What is meant by citizenship?
3.  List out the fundamental rights guranteed 

by Indian Constitution.
4. What is a Writ?
5. What are the classical languages in India?
6. What is national emergency?
7.   List out the three heads of the relations 

between the Centre and the States.
V Answer in Detail
1.  Explain the salient features of the 

Constitution of India.
2. Point out the Fundamental Rights. 
3.  Write briefly on the Right to Constitutional 

Remedies.
4.  Mention the differences between 

Fundamental Rights and Directive 
Principles of State Policy.

VI Project and activity
1.  Collect information about the various 

members of the Constituent Assembly and 
their social background.

2.  Collect the pictures of the Members of the 
Drafting Committee and their social 
background.

REFERENCE BOOKS 
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(c)  Right to Constitutional remedies
(d) Right to property

7.  How can the Fundamental Rights be 
suspended?
(a) If the Supreme Court so desires
(b)  If the Prime Minister orders to this 

effect
(c)  If the President orders it during the 

national emergency
(d) All of the above

8.  We borrowed the Fundamental Duties from the
(a) American Constitution 
(b) Canadian Constitution
(c) Russian Constitution
(d) Irish Constitution

9.  Under which Article financial emergency 
can be proclaimed?
(a) Article 352 (b) Article 356
(c) Article 360 (d) Article 368

10.  Which of the following committees/
commissions made recommendations 
about the Centre-State Relations?
1. Sarkaria Commission 
2. Rajamannar Committee
3.  M.N.Venkatachaliah Commission 

Select the correct answer from the 
codes given below

(a) 1, 2 & 3 (b) 1 & 2
(c) 1 & 3 (d) 2 & 3

II Fill in the Blanks
1.  The concept of constitution first originated 

in ________.
2.  ________was elected as the temporary 

President of the Constituent Assembly. 
3.  The Constitution of India was adopted 

on________.
4.  ________ writs are mentioned in Article 

32.
5.  Fundamental duties have been given to the 

citizen of India under Article________.
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       Introduction 
The Central Government is the supreme 

government in our country. The head 
quarter of the Central Government is at New 
Delhi. Articles 52 to 78 in part V of Indian 
Constitution deals with the Union Executive. 
The makers of the Indian constitution, by giving 
due recognition to the vastness and plural 

character of our nation, have provided a federal 
arrangement for her governance. The Central 
Government consists of three organs, namely, 
Union Executive, Legislature and Judiciary. 
The Union Executive consists of the President 
of India, the Vice-President, and the Council 
of Ministers headed by the Prime Minister, and 
the Attorney General of India. The Legislature 
is known as the Parliament. It consists of two 

Learning Objectives

�� To know the powers of the President and Vice President
�� To Know the about the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers
�� To understand the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
�� To know about Supreme Court

238 Elected  
by the State  
Assemblies

12 Nominated  
by the President  

543 Elected by the people 

Central Government

Judiciary LegislatureExecutive

President of India Parliament Supreme Court of India 

Chief Justice of India 

Other Judges 27

Lok Sabha Rajya Sabha 
Vice-President

Prime Minister

Council of  
Ministers 2 Nominated by the President 

Central 
Government

Unit - 2
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houses, namely the Rajya Sabha and the Lok 
Sabha. The Union Judiciary consists of the 
Supreme Court of India.

 2.1  The President of India

The President is 
the nominal executive 
authority. The chief 
executive of the Indian 
union is the President. 
He is designated 
as the First citizen 
of India. He is the 
supreme commander 
of the armed forces. 
The President is also the Constitutional head of 
the Union Executive. According to Article 53 
of the constitution, the executive power of the 
Union shall be vested in the President which 
shall be exercised by him directly or through 
officers subordinate to him in accordance with 
Constitution.

Qualification for the election as 
President

�� He should be a citizen of India.
�� He must have completed the age of 

thirty-five years.
�� He must not hold any office of profit under 

the Union, State or local Government.
�� He should have the other qualifications 

required to become a member of the Lok 
Sabha.

�� His or her name should be proposed by at 
least ten electors and seconded by another 
ten electors of the Electoral College which 
elects the President. 

The President cannot be a Member of 
Parliament or of a State Legislature; if he is 
a member of any legislature, his seat will be 
deemed to have been vacated on the date he / 
she assumes the office of President. 

Election of the President

The President is elected by an electoral college 
in accordance with the system of proportional 
representation by means of single transferable 
vote. The Electoral College consists of the 
elected members of both houses of Parliament 
and the elected members of the states and 
elected members of National Capital Territory 
of Delhi and Puducherry. Once elected as the 
President has to take an oath of office before the 
Chief Justice of India. The President is elected 
for a term of five years and can be re-elected. 

Powers of the President

Executive Powers

Article 77 requires that every executive action 
of the Union shall be taken in the name of the 
President. 

He appoints the Prime Minister and the 
other members of the Council of Ministers, 
distributing portfolios to them on the advice 
of the Prime Minister. He is responsible for 
making a wide variety of appointments. 
These include the appointment of Governors 
of States, the Chief Justice and other Judges 
of the Supreme Court and high Courts, the 
Attorney General, the Comptroller and Auditor 
General, the Chief Election Commissioner and 
other Election Commissioners the Chairman 
and other Members of the Union Public 
Service Commission Ambassadors and High 
Commissioners to other countries.

It is a well known fact that the 
President of India resides at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New 
Delhi. The residence and the 
office of the President are 

located in the same building. However he 
has two other office cum residences where 
he conducts office at least once a year.  They 
are 'The Retreat Building' at Shimla and the  
'Rashtrapati Nilayam'  at Hyderabad. These 
locations one in North and other one is South 
symbolise the unity of the country and unity 
of the diverse culture of the people.

DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD
(First President of India)
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Military Powers

Article 53(2) lays down that “the supreme 
command of the Defence Force of the Union 
shall be vested in the President and the exercise 
thereof shall be regulated by law”. 

Diplomatic Powers

The President appoints Indian diplomats to 
other countries and receives foreign diplomats 
posted to India. The ambassador designate 
becomes ambassador after calling on the 
President and presenting his credentials. All 
treaties and agreements with foreign States are 
entered into, in the name of the President. 

Emergency Powers 

The President has been empowered by the 
Constitution to proclaim National Emergency 
under Article 352, State Emergency under 
Article 356, Financial Emergency under Article 
360.

Kerala and Punjab are the States where the 
President’s Rule was imposed for maximum 
number of times i.e., nine times in both 
States.

Removal of the President

The President may by writing under his 
hand addressed to the Vice-President, resign 
his office. The President may, for violation of 
the Constitution, be removed from office by 
impeachment in the manner provided in Article 
61; The Impeachment action can be brought 
about in the form of resolution in either house 
of the Parliament. It must be supported by not 
less than One-Fourth of the total strength of the 
House for its introduction. The President shall, 
in spite of the conclusion of his term, continue 
to hold office until his successor enters upon his 
office.

 2.2   Vice-President
The vice-President occupies the second 

highest office in the country. He is accorded a 
rank next to the President in the official warrant 
of precedence. This office is modeled on the 

Legislative Powers

He inaugurates the session of the Parliament 
by addressing it after the general election 
and also at the beginning of the first session 
each year. This address is essentially identical 
in nature to a Speech from the Throne.The 
President summons Parliament at least twice in 
a year.   

He may send messages to either House of the 
Parliament with respect to a bill pending in the 
House. All bills passed by the Parliament become 
“Laws of Acts” only after getting assent of the 
President. Money bills cannot be introduced in 
the Parliament without his approval. President 
terminates the sessions of both or any of the 
Houses of Parliament. He can even dissolve the 
Lok Sabha before the expiry of the term of the 
House. 

He nominates 12 persons who are eminent in 
literature, science, sports, art and social service 
to the Rajya Sabha. He can also nominate 
two persons belonging to Anglo-Indian 
Community to the Lok Sabha, if in his opinion, 
that community is inadequately represented in 
the House.

Financial Power

Annual Budget of the Central Government 
is presented before the Lok Sabha by the Union 
Finance Minister only with the permission of 
the President. He causes to be laid before the 
Parliament the annual financial statement (the 
Union Budget). The Constitution of India places 
the Contingency Fund of India is at the disposal 
of the President. No demand for a grant can be 
made except on his recommendation. He can 
make advances out of the contingency fund of 
India to meet any unexpected expenditure. He 
constitutes a finance commission after every 
five years. 

Judicial Powers

Article 72 confers on the President power to 
grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions 
of punishment, or to commute the sentence of 
any person convicted of an offence. 
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lines of the American 
Vice-President. Article 
63 of the constitution 
provides for a Vice 
President of India. 
This office has been 
created to maintain the 
political continuity of 
the state. 

Qualification for the election as 
Vice President

�� He should be a citizen of India.

�� He must have completed the age of thirty-
five years.

�� He must not hold any office of profit under 
the Union, State or local Government.

�� He should have the other qualifications 
required to become a member of the Rajya 
Sabha.

Election and term of the  
Vice-President

Article 66(1) the Vice-
President, like the president, 
is elected not directly by the 
people but the method of 
indirect election. The term 
of office of the Vice President 
is five years. His office may 
terminate earlier than the fixed term either by 
resignation, death or by removal. He is eligible 
for re-election. Till then deputy chairman of 
the Rajya sabha can perform the duties of the 
chairman of the Rajya sabha. 

If the posts of President and 
Vice-President lie vacant, Chief 
Justice of India works as President. 
This situation happened in 1969 
when Chief Justice M.Hidayutalla 

was appointed as President of India.

Removal of the Vice President

The Vice President may be removed from his 
office by a resolution of the Council of States 

passed by a majority of all the then members of 
the council and agreed to by the House of the 
People. A resolution for this purpose may be 
moved only after a notice of at least a minimum 
of 14 days has been given of such an intention. 

Functions of the Vice President

The Vice-President is Ex-Officio Chairman of 
the Rajya Sabha. 

�� He regulates the proceeding of the House.

�� He decides the order of the House. 

�� He decides the admissibility of a resolution 
or questions.

�� He suspends or adjourns the House in case 
of a grave disorder. When the President is 
unable to discharge his duties due to illness 
or absence from the country, he attends 
to the functions of the President for a 
maximum period of six months. 

Casting Vote
According to Article (100) of the Constitution, 
the vice-president can\only cast his vote 
when there is a tie over the Bill in the Rajya 
Sabha.It means that there is need for one 
vote only to pass the Bill. No members have 
any right to oppose his decision.

 2.3   Prime Minister 
Article 74 (1) says: There shall be a council of 

ministers with the Prime Minster as the head to 
aid and advice the President. 

The post of Prime Minister of India has 
adopted the Westminster (England) model of 
constitutional democracy. The parliment of 
England is situated in Westminister so it's called 
Westminister parliment

The leader of the 
majority party in Lok 
Sabha is appointed by the 
President as the Prime 
Minister. The other 
ministers are appointed by 
the President on the advice 
of the Prime Minister. If no 

DR. RADHA KRISHNAN 
(First Vice President of India)

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 
(First Prime Minister of India)
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restricts the number of the Council of Ministers 
including the Prime Minister to 15% of the total 
members of the Lok Sabha. 

Categories of the Ministers

The ministers are classified under three ranks

(i) Cabinet Ministers 

(ii) Ministers of State

(iii) Deputy Ministers. 

 Cabinet Ministers

The Cabinet is an informal body of 
senior ministers who form the nucleus of 
administration. Important decisions of the 
government are taken by the Cabinet, such as 
defense, finance, external affairs and home. 

Ministers of State

These ministers belong to the second category 
of ministers in the council. They are also in 
charge of ministries or departments but they do 
not participate in the meetings of the cabinet 
unless invited to do so.

Deputy Ministers

They are the lowest ranked ministers in 
the cabinet. They assist either the Ministers 
of Cabinet or State in the performance of the 
duties entrusted to them.

 2.4   Parliament of India
The parliament is the legislative organ of the 

Union government. The Parliament of India 
consists of three parts they are the 1) President, 
2) Rajya Sabha (the council of States) 3) Lok 
Sabha (the House of the People). The Rajya 
Sabha is the Upper House and the Lok Sabha 
is the Lower House it is termed as bicameral 
legislature.

Parliament

party commands absolute majority in the Lok 
Sabha, the President can summon the leader of 
any party who, in his opinion, can manage to 
form a ministry. The President administers to 
the ministers the oath of office and of secrecy. A 
person who is not a member of the Parliament 
can be appointed as a minister but he has to 
get himself elected to the Parliament within six 
months. Ministers are individually as well as 
collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha.

Duties and functions of Prime 
Minister

Article 78 mentioned the duties of the Prime 
Minister:

�� The Prime Minister decides the rank 
of his ministers and distributes various 
departments. 

�� The Prime Minister decides the dates and 
the agenda of the meeting of the Cabinet 
which he presides. 

�� The Prime Minister informally consults 
two or three of his senior colleagues when 
he does not convene a Cabinet meeting.

�� The Prime Minister supervises the work of 
various ministers. 

�� To converse to the President all decisions of 
the Council of Ministers connecting to the 
government of the affairs of the Union and 
proposals for legislation.

�� The Prime Minister act as the link between 
the President and the Council of Ministers.

�� The Prime Minister is the leader of the 
nation and chief spokesperson of the 
country. 

�� As the leader of the nation, the Prime 
Minister represents our nation at all 
international conferences like the 
commonwealth, summit of the non aligned 
nations and SAARC nations. 

Council of Ministers

After the elections, the President of India, on 
the advice of the Prime Minister, appoints the 
council of ministers. The Constitution of India 
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Election

Members of Rajya Sabha are elected by 
the elected members of the ‘State Legislative 
Assemblies’ in accordance with the system of 
proportional representation by means of the 
single transferable vote. This process of election 
is called “indirect election” as they are not 
elected by the people directly.

Lok Sabha

The Lok Sabha is the popular house of 
the Indian Parliament and contains elected 
representatives of the people. Maximum 
number of members can be elected for Lok 
Sabha is 552. The Lok Sabha as of today has 543 
elected members. Out of these, 530 members 
are elected from different states and 13 members 
from the Union Territories. The President 
generally nominates two members belonging to 
the Anglo-Indian community. At present, the 
Lok Sabha consists of 545 members.

 Qualification of the Members
�� He should be a citizen of India.
�� He should not be less than 25 years of age.
�� He should have his name in electoral rolls 

in some part of the country.
�� He should not hold any office of profit 

under the Union or State Government.
�� He should be mentally sound and 

economically solvent.

The term of the House

Generally the Lok Sabha enjoys a term of five 
years from the date of its first session. It can be 
dissolved by the President before the expiry of 
its term on the advice of the Prime Minister. 
The emergency provisions of the Constitution 
enable the President to prorogue or dissolve 
the Lok Sabha either on the advice of the Prime 
Minister or on being convinced that no party or 
no alliance of parties enjoys necessary majority 
support in the House. 

Election

The members of the Lok Sabha are directly 
elected by the people of the constituencies 

Rajya Sabha

The council of State or Rajya Sabha consists 
of 250 members out of whom 238 represent the 
states and the Union Territories, elected by the 
method of indirect election. 

 The 12nominated members shall be chosen 
by the President from amongst persons having 
‘special knowledge or practical experience in 
the field of literature, science, sports, art and 
social service.

 Qualification of the Members

�� He should be a citizen of India.

�� He should not be less than 30 years of age.

�� He should not hold any office of profit 
under any Government.

�� He should be a person with sound mind 
and monetarily solvent.

�� He should not be the member of Lok Sabha 
or any other legislature.

Term of House

The Rajya Sabha is a permanent house and it 
cannot be dissolved. The members of the Rajya 
Sabha are elected for a term of six years. One 
third of the members of Rajya Sabha retire 
every two years, and new members are elected 
to fill the seats thus vacated. The Vice President 
of India is the Ex-officio Chairperson of the 
Rajya Sabha. The Deputy Chairperson of the 
Rajya Sabha is elected by the members of the 
Rajya Sabha.

Money Bill: Rajya Sabha does 
not have any power to amend or 
reject the Money bill. Lok Sabha 
can only introduce Money bill 
and once it is approved by the 

Lok Sabha, it is passed to Rajya Sabha for its 
approval. If Rajya Sabha fails to pass it within 
14 days then the bill gets passed without the 
approval of Rajya Sabha. Also, Lok Sabha 
does not need to consider the amendments 
proposed by the Rajya Sabha. Lok Sabha can 
reject all the proposals and pass it.
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created on the basis of population. The Election 
Commission of India arranges, supervises and 
conducts elections to the Lok Sabha. 

“Universal Adult Franchise” is followed 
while electing the members of the Lok Sabha. 
All Indian Citizens above 18 years of age who 
are registered as voters will vote for their 
representatives. 

Universal Adult Franchise

Functions of the Lok Sabha

�� Any bill can be introduced and passed in 
the Lok sabha (Including Money Bill).

�� It has the same power as Rajya Sabha to 
participate in case of impeachment of 
president and the judges of Supreme Court.

�� It has equal power as Rajya Sabha in passing 
any bill for constitutional amendment.

�� Lok Sabha members have the power to elect 
the president, vice president.

�� Motion of no confidence can only be 
introduced in Lok Sabha. 

Elected members of the Parliament from 
Tamil Nadu.

�� Rajya Sabha – 18 members
�� Lok Sabha – 39 members

The Speaker

The Lok Sabha is presided over by the 
‘speaker’ who is elected by its members. The 
office of the Speaker occupies an essential 
position in our Parliamentary democracy. The 
Speaker continues to be in the office even in the 
houses dissolved, till a new Speaker is elected by 
the new Lok Sabha. The Speaker presides over a 
joint sitting of the two Houses of Parliament. He 
has the power to decide whether a Bill is Money 
Bill or an ordinary one. While the office of 

speaker is vacant or the speaker is absent from 
the sitting of the house, the deputy speaker 
presides, except when a resolution for his own 
removal is under consideration. 

Parliament Session
Budget Session February to May
Monsoon Session July to September
Winter Session November to 

December

Powers and Functions of the 
Parliament

�� The Parliament of India has the functions of 
Legislation, overseeing of administration, 
passing of Budget, ventilation of public 
grievances, discussion of various subjects 
like development plans, international 
relations and internal policies. 

�� Parliament is also vested with powers to 
impeach the President and to remove 
Judges of the Supreme Court and High 
Courts, Chief Election Commissioner and 
Comptroller and Auditor-General of India 
in accordance with the procedure laid 
down in the Constitution. 

�� The Parliament has the power to change the 
boundaries of the States.

 2.5   Attorney General of 
India

The Constitution (Article 76) has provided 
for office of the Attorney General for India. He 
is the highest law officer in the country. He is 
appointed by the President. He must be a person 
who is qualified to be appointed the Judge of 
the Supreme Court. He may be removed by the 
President at any time. He may also quit his office 
by submitting his resignation to the President. 

Duties and Functions of Attorney 
General of India

To give advice to the Government of India 
upon such legal matters which are referred 
to him by the President. Attorney General of 
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India has the right of audience in all courts in 
the territory of India. Further he has the right 
to speak and to take part in the proceedings of 
both Houses of the Parliament or their joint 
sitting and any committee of the Parliament of 
which he may be named a member, but without 
a right to vote. He enjoys all the privileges and 
immunities that are available to a member of 
Parliament. 

 2.6   Judiciary

Judiciary is the third organ of the government. 
It plays a vital role in protecting the rights and 
freedom of the citizens. 

Supreme Court

The “Supreme Court is the Guardian of the 
Constitution”. Our judiciary is autonomous of 
the Legislative and Executive wing of the Union 
and State Government. An integrated judiciary 
means a single judicial hierarchy for the whole 
country. The judiciary plays an important role 
in defensive the rights and freedom of the 
citizens. It plays an important role in analyzing 
and interpreting the necessities of laws and the 
constitution. 

Supreme Court

The Supreme Court of India, 
New Delhi was inaugurated 
on January 28, 1950. It 
succeeded the Federal Court 
of India, established under the 

Government of India Act of 1935.

Composition of the Supreme Court

At the commencement of the constitution in 
1950 our supreme court consisted of 8 judges 

including the chief justice. At present, the 
Supreme Court consists of 34 judges including 
the chief justice.

Appointment of Judges

The Chief Justice of Supreme Court in India 
is appointed by the President of India. The 
other judges are appointed by the President in 
consultation with the collegiums with Chief 
Justice Head.

Qualification of Supreme Court 
Judges

�� He must be a citizen of India.

�� He should have worked as a Judge of a High 
Court for at least 5 years.

�� He should have worked as an advocate of 
High Court for at least 10 years.

�� He is in the opinion of the President, a 
distinguished Jurist.

The constitution also provides for the 
appointment of judges to the Supreme Court on 
an ad-hoc (temporary) basis. The Chief Justice 
and other judges of the Supreme Court hold 
the office up to the age of 65 years. The judges 
of the Supreme Court can resign before their 
term by giving their resignation in writing to 
the President. The Parliament also has power 
to remove the Judges by invoking impeachment 
provisions. The Supreme Court has its 
permanent seat in “New Delhi”. It may also sit 
any other place in India which may be decided 
by the Chief Justice of India with the approval of 
the President of India.

Powers and Functions of the 
Supreme Court

(a) Original Jurisdiction

The cases which are brought directly in the 
first instance to the Supreme Court come under 
original jurisdiction. These may be (i) dispute 
between the Government of India and one or 
more States of (ii) Dispute between two or more 
states (iii) The writs are issued by the Supreme 
Court for the enforcement of the fundamental 
rights.
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(b) Appellate Jurisdiction

The Supreme Court is the final appellate 
court in the country. As regard the Appellate 
jurisdiction, the Supreme Court hears appeals 
against the decisions of High Court in “civil, 
criminal and Constitutional” cases with a 
certificate from the High Court that it is fit to 
appeal in the Supreme Court. Such a case can 
be brought before the Supreme Court only if 
the High Court certifies that the case invites a 
substantial of law as to the interpretation of the 
Constitution.

(c) Advisory Jurisdiction

The Constitution confers on the President 
the power to refer to the Supreme Court any 
question of law or fact which in his opinion is of 
public importance.

(d) Miscellaneous Jurisdiction

�� The law declared by Supreme Court is binding 
on all courts within the territory of India. 

�� The Supreme Court is authorized to make 
rules for regulating, generally the practice 
and procedure of the court with the 
approval of the President.

(e) Judicial Review

The power of the judiciary to declare a law as 
unconstitutional is known as “Judicial Review”. 
The Supreme Court enjoys this power. The 
Supreme Court of India has Individual Review 
Power with regard to 

1.  Dispute between the Centre and the States

2. To interpret and clarify a provision of the 
constitution about which there are some 
doubts and differences of opinion.

3. Protecting the fundamental rights,

4. Those laws passed by the legislatures which 
are not in accordance with the Constitution.

SUMMARY
�� The Central Government consists of three organs, namely, Union Executive, Legislature and 

Judiciary. 
�� President appoints the Prime Minister and the other members of the Council of Ministers. 
�� The Parliament of India consists of three parts they are the President, Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha.
�� The Attorney General for the India  is the highest law officer in the country.  

He is appointed by the President of India. 
�� The “Supreme Court is the Guardian of the Constitution”.
�� The Chief Justice of Supreme Court in India is appointed by the President of India.

GLOSSARY

Terminate bring to an untimely end. முடிவுக்கு க�ொண்டு 
வருதல் 

Contingency 
fund 

 an amount of money that can be used to pay for 
problems that might happen.

எதிர்ொரொ கெலவு நிதி 

Pardon Absolving the convict of all guilt and punishment. க்ொதுமன்னிப்பு 
Remission Quantitative reduction of punishment without 

affecting Nature of punishment.
தண்்டனை குனைப்பு 

Precedence priority of importance. முன்னுரினம
Ex-officio because of an office. ்தவியின் நிமிததமொ� 
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I  Choose the correct 
answer

1.  The Constitutional Head 
of the Union is
a) The President
b) The Chief Justice
c) The Prime Minister 
d)  Council of Ministers 

2.  Who among the following decides whether 
a Bill is a Money Bill or not?
a) The President
b) Attorney General
c) Parliamentary Affairs Minister
d) Speaker of Lok Sabha

3.  The Council of Ministers is collectively 
responsible to the: 
a) The President
b) Lok Sabha
c) The Prime Minister 
d) Rajya Sabha

4.  What is minimum age laid down for a 
candidate to seek election to the Lok Sabha?
a) 18 years b) 21 years
c) 25 years  d) 30 years

5.  The authority to alter the boundaries of 
state in India rest with?
a) The President
b) The Prime Minister 
c) State Government
d) Parliament

6.  Under which Article the President is vested 
with the power to proclaim Financial 
Emergency
a) Article 352  b) Article 360
c) Article 356 d) Article 365 

7.  The Chief Justice and other Judges of the 
Supreme court are appointed by:
a) The President
b) The Attorney General
c) The Governor
d)  The Prime Minister

II Fill in the blanks

1.  _________ Bill cannot be introduced 
in the Parliament without President’s 
approval. 

2.  __________ is the leader of the nation and 
chief spokesperson of the country.

3.  ______________ is the Ex-officio 
Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha.  

4.  ________ has the right to speak and to take 
part in the proceedings of both Houses of 
the Parliament. 

5.  The Chief Justice and other judges of the 
Supreme Court hold the office up to the 
age of  ________years.  

6.  ____________ is the Guardian of the 
Constitution.

7.  At present, the Supreme Court consists of 
_______ judges including the chief justice.

III Choose the correct statement

1. i)   Total members of the Rajya Sabha is 
250.

 ii)  The 12 nominated members shall be 
chosen by the President from amongst 
persons experience in the field of 
literature, science, art, or social service

 iii)  The Members of the Rajya Sabha should 
not be less than 30 years of age.

 iv)  The members of the Rajya Sabha are 
directly elected by the peoples.

a) ii & iv are correct 
b) iii & iv are correct 
c) i & iv are correct 
d) i, ii & iii are correct

2. i)   The Chief Justice and other judges of the 
Supreme Court hold the office up to the 
age of 62 years.  

 ii)  Judiciary is the third organ of the 
government.  

 iii)  The cases involving fundamental rights 
come under the Appellate jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court.  

 iv)  The law declared by Supreme Court is 
binding on all courts within the territory 
of India.

EVALUATION
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a) ii & iv are correct 
b) iii & iv are correct 
c) i & iv are correct 
d) i &  ii are correct

IV Match the following

1. Article 53  - State Emergency 
2. Article 63 - Internal Emergency
3. Article 356 -  Executive power of 

President
4. Article 76 -  Office of the Vice President
5. Article 352 -  Office of the Attorney 

General
V Answer the brief questions
1. How is President of India elected? 
2.  What are the different categories of 

Ministers at the Union level?
3.  What is the qualification of Judges of the 

Supreme Court?
4. Write short note: Money Bill.
5.  List out any two special powers of the 

Attorney General of India?
VI Answer in detail 
1.  Describe the Executive and Judicial 

powers of the President of India.
2.  Explain any three Jurisdiction of the 

Supreme Court of India?
3.  What are the Duties and functions of 

Prime Minister of India?

4.  Critically examine the Powers and 
Functions of the Parliament.

VII Project and activity
1.  Organise a mock parliament in your 

class. Discuss the role of President, 
Prime Minister and Ministers.

2.  Bring out the differences and similarities 
between the US and Indian President’s.

3.  Make a list of Presidents and Prime 
Ministers of India.
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3.  Subhash Kashyap - Our Constitution, 
National Book Trust, India, 2011.

INTERNET RESOURCES

1. https://www.india.org/
2. https://presidentofindia.nic.in/
3. http://vicepresidentofindia.nic.in/
4. http://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/
5. https://www.sci.gov.in/

ICT CORNER

Steps
• Open the Browser and type the URL given below.
• Click on the items under the who’s who menu to view the current Governing bodies and 

also know about the Lok Sabha & the Rajya Sabha.
• For example, click on the president from the left side menu to view the details of the 

President.
• Likewise you can view all the details of the current Governing bodies.

Website URL:
https://www.india.gov.in/my-government/whos-who

Central Government
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Introduction

Th e Constitution of India envisages for a 
federal government, having separate systems 
of administration for the union and the states. 
Th ere are 28 states, 9 union territories and one 
national capital territory known as Delhi in 
India. Th e constitution contains provisions for 
the governance of both the union and the states. 
It lays down a uniform structure for the State 
Government, in part VI of the constitution from 
Article 152 to 237, which is applicable to all the 

states, Th e structure of the State Government, as 
formed in the Centre, consists of three branches. 
Th ese are the Executive, the Legislature and the 
Judiciary.

 3.1   The Executive

The Governor
Th e Governor is the constitutional head of 

the state executive. Generally, there is a separate 
Governor in each State but if the situation 
warrants so, the same person may be appointed 

State Government

Judiciary Legislature

High Court 

District Courts

Other Courts

Legislative 
Assembly

(Lower House)

Legislative 
Council

(Upper House)

Executive

Governor

Chief Minister

Council of 
Ministers

Learning Objectives

�� Students acquire knowledge about the structure of the State Government
�� To understand the powers and functions of the Governor, Chief Minister, 

Ministers and Speaker
�� To know about the State Legislature
�� Student understand the functioning of the judicial system in the State

State Government

Unit - 3
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as the Governor of two or more States. Article 
154 vests the executive power of the State in the 
Governor. 

Appointment

The Governor of a State shall be appointed 
by the President. His usual term of office is five 
years but he holds office during the pleasure of 
the President.  Generally, the Governor does 
not belong to the State where he is appointed.  
He can also be transferred from one state to 
another by the President.  He can also resign 
any time by addressing his resignation to the 
President.

The Legislature of a State or a High Court has 
no role in the removal of a Governor.  A person 
may be appointed as a Governor for any number 
of terms.  Two conventions have been set up in 
the matter of appointing a person as Governor 
of a State.  He should not be a resident of the 
State concerned and, the State Government 
concerned is consulted and its views are sought 
regarding the proposed choice.

According to Article 158 (3A), where the 
same person is appointed as Governor of two 
or more States, the emoluments and allowances 
payable to the Governor shall be allocated 
among the States in such proportion as the 
President may by order determine.

Qualification

Article 157 and Article 
158 of the Constitution 
of India specify eligibility 
requirements for the post of 
governor.  They are as follows: 

��  He should be a citizen of 
India. 

��  He must have completed 35 years of age.

��  He should not be a member of Parliament or 
of any State Legislature. If he is a member of 
any of Legislature, he automatically vacates 
his seat on assuming the office.

��  He should not hold any other profitable 
occupation.

Powers and Functions of the 
Governor

The Governor is the head of the state executive 
and he has enormous powers.  In the exercise 
of functions and powers, the Governor, except 
in certain cases, is to be guided by the aid and 
advice of the Council of Ministers headed by 
the Chief Minister (under Article 163).  

Executive Powers
��  He appoints the leader of the majority party 

in the State Legislative Assembly as the 
Chief Minister of the State.

��  He appoints other members of the Council 
of Ministers on the recommendation of the 
Chief Minister.

��  He appoints the Chairman and Members of 
the State Public Service Commission.

��  He appoints the state election commissioner 
and determines his conditions of service 
and tenure of office.  

��  He acts as the chancellor of universities 
in the state. He also appoints the Vice 
Chancellors of universities in the state.

��  He directly rules a State when there is the 
imposition of the President’s rule in the 
State.

Legislative Powers

The Governor is an integral part of the 
state legislature.  But, he is not a member in the 
either house of the legislature.  In this capacity, 
he enjoys the following legislative powers and 
functions:
��  He has the right to summon, prorogue 

the state legislature and dissolve the State 
Legislative Assembly.

��  He can address the state legislature at the 
commencement of the first session after 
each general election and the first session 
of each year.

��  He can send messages to the houses of the 
state legislature relating to a bill pending in 
the legislature.

��  He can appoint any member of the 
Legislative Assembly to preside over its 
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Judicial Powers
��  He appoints the Attorney-General of the 

State.
��  He makes appointment, postings and 

promotions of the District Judges in 
consultation with the State High Court.

��  The Chief Justice of the High Court in 
the State is appointed by the President in 
consultation with him.

��  He can pardon, commute or reprieve 
punishment on receipt of appeals for mercy 
except death sentence.

Discretionary Powers
��  The Governor can reserve a bill for the 

consideration of the president.
��  He can call the leader of any party to form 

ministry in the state when there is no clear-
cut majority to any party in the Legislative 
Assembly after the general elections.

��  He can dismiss the Council of Ministers 
when it is unable to prove the confidence of 
the Legislative Assembly; and

Emergency Powers

If the Governor is satisfied that the government 
of the state is not carried on in accordance with 
the provisions of the Constitution, he may, 
under Article 356, recommend to the President 
to impose President Rule in that State.  As 
soon as the President Rule is imposed, the 
administration of the State is carried on by the 
Governor as the representative of the President.

Privileges of the Governor

Article 361(1) provides for the following 
privileges for the Governor;
��  The Governor of a State, is not be 

answerable to any court for the exercise and 
performance of the powers and duties of 
his office or for any act done or purporting 
to be done by him in the exercise and 
performance of those powers and duties.

��  No process for the arrest or imprisonment 
of the Governor of a State, shall issue from 
any court during his term of office.

proceedings when the offices of both the 
Speaker and the Deputy Speaker fall vacant.

��  He can nominate one member to the State 
Legislative Assembly from the Anglo-
Indian Community.

��  He nominates 1/6 of the members of the 
State Legislative Council from amongst 
the persons having special knowledge or 
practical experience in literature, science, 
art, cooperative movement and social 
service. 

��  Every bill passed by the state legislature will 
become law only after his signature.  But, 
when a bill is sent to the Governor after it is 
passed by the legislature, he has the options 
to give his assent to the bill or withhold his 
assent to the bill or return the bill for the 
reconsideration of the legislature.

��  He can promulgate ordinances when the 
state legislature is not in session under 
Article 213. But, these ordinances must 
be approved by the legislature within 
six months.  He can also withdraw an 
ordinance at anytime.

��  He has to lay the annual reports of the 
State Finance Commission, the State Public 
Service Commission and the Comptroller 
and Auditor General relating to the accounts 
of the state, before the state legislature.

Financial Powers 
��  The Constitution confers on the Governor, 

the duty to get prepared and introduced 
to the State Legislature, the annual budget 
and also the supplementary budgets, if 
necessary.

��  Money Bills can be introduced in the 
Legislative Assembly only with his prior 
recommendation.

��  He can make advances out of the state 
Contingency Fund to meet any unforeseen 
expenditure. 

��  He constitutes a Finance Commission after 
every five years to review the financial 
position of the panchayats and the 
municipalities.
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 3.2   Chief Minister

In the scheme of Parliamentary system of 
government provided by the constitution, the 
governor is the nominal executive authority 
and the Chief Minister is the real executive 
authority.  In other words, the governor is the 
head of the State while the Chief Minister is the 
head of the government.

The appointment of the Chief Minister

The Chief Minister is appointed by the 
Governor of the State.

The term of the Chief Minister is not fixed.  
He may remain as the Chief Minister as long 
as he enjoys the support of the majority of the 
members of the Legislative Assembly.  He has to 
resign when he losses confidence of the majority 
in the assembly.  It is ‘understood that normally 
he completes 5 years term like other members 
in the Legislative Assembly.

Powers and functions of the 
Chief Minister

 Relating to the Council of 
Ministers
��  The Chief Minister recommends the 

persons who can be appointed as ministers 
by Governor.

��  He allocates the portfolios among the 
ministers.

��  He shuffles and reshuffles his ministry.
��  He presides over the meetings of the 

Council of Ministers and influences its 
decisions.

��  He guides, directs, controls and coordinates 
the activities of all the ministers.

Relating to the Governor
He advises the Governor in relation to the 

appointment of the following officials:
��  Advocate General of the State.
��  State Election Commissioner.
��  Chairman and Members of the State Public 

Service Commission.
��  Chairman and Members of the State 

Planning Commission.

��  Chairman and Members of the State 
Finance Commission.

Relating to State Legislature
���The Chief Minister advises the Governor with 

regard to the summoning and proroguing 
the sessions of the state legislature.

���He announces the government policies on 
the floor of the house.

���He can introduce the bills in the Legislative 
Assembly.

���He can recommend for the dissolution of 
the Legislative Assembly to the Governor 
anytime.

Council of Ministers

The Council of Ministers are collectively 
responsible to the State Legislature.  All the 
members of the Council of Ministers must be 
the members of the State Legislature.  Those 
who are not the members at the time of their 
appointment, must secure their seats in the 
Legislature within a period of 6 months. If a no-
confidence motion is passed by the Legislative 
Assembly, the State Ministry shall resign. 

Article l63 provides for a Council of Ministers 
to aid and advice the Governor.  According 
to Article 163(1) there shall be a Council of 
Ministers with the Chief Minister at the head 
to aid and advice the Governor in the exercise 
of his functions, except in so far as he is by or 
under this Constitution required to exercise his 
functions or any of them in his discretion.

 Other Provisions relating to Ministers

Article 164(1) holds that the Chief Minister 
shall be appointed by the Governor.

Article 164(1A) states that the total number 
of Ministers, including the Chief Minister, in the 
Council of Ministers in a State shall not exceed 
fifteen percent of the total number of members 
of the Legislative Assembly.

 The functions and powers of the 
Council of Ministers
��  It formulates and decides the policies of the 

state and implements them effectively.
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263 State Government

The Legislative Assembly  
(Lower House)

The Legislative Assembly is a popular house. 
It is the real centre of power in the State.  It 
consists of members directly elected by the 
people on the basis of adult franchise. The 
strength of the Assembly varies from State to 
State depending on the population.  However 
the maximum strength of the Assembly must 
not exceed 500 or its minimum strength not be 
below 60.  The term of office of the legislative 
assembly is 5 years.  It can be dissolved even 
before the expiry of its term.

The size of the Legislative Council cannot 
be more than one-third the membership of the 
Legislative Assembly (lower house) of that state.  
But its size cannot be less than 40.

Composition

The Legislative Assembly of Tamil Nadu 
consists of 235 members out of which 234 
members are directly elected by the people from 
the constituencies on the basis of adult franchise 
and one member is nominated by the Governor 
from the Anglo-Indian community. 

 Cabinet and Cabinet Committees

A smaller body called Cabinet is the nucleus 
of the council of minister.  It consists of only 
the cabinet ministers.  It is the real centre of 
authority in the state government.  

The cabinet works through various 
committees called cabinet committees.  They are 
of two types - standing and ad hoc.  The former 
are of a permanent nature while the latter are of 
a temporary nature.

The Speaker 

The Legislative Assembly elects two of its 
members as the Speaker and Deputy Speaker.   
The speaker may be removed from office by 
a resolution of the Assembly after giving a 14 
days’ notice.  Such a resolution must be passed 
by a majority of the members present at the 
time of voting.  The speaker does not vacate 
his office, when the Assembly is dissolved.  He 
continues to be the Speaker until the first sitting 

��  It decides the legislative programmes of 
the Legislative Assembly and sponsors all 
important bills.

��  It controls the financial policy and decides 
the tax structure for the public welfare of 
the state.

��  It makes the important appointments of the 
Heads of Departments.

��  It discusses and takes efforts on the dispute 
with other states

��  It frames the proposal for incurring 
expenditure out of state reserves.

��  It decides all the bills whether ordinary 
bills or money bills to be introduced in the 
Legislative Assembly.

��  Each minister of the Council of Ministers 
supervises, controls and coordinates the 
department concerned.

��  Annual Financial Statement called as 
the Budget is finalised by the Council of 
Ministers.

 3.3   The State Legislature

The Constitution provides a legislature for every 
state.  Most of the States have only unicameral 
legislature i.e., Legislative assembly.  Some State has 
bicameral legislatures (example Bihar, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana). The lower house, legislative assembly 
represents the people of the state the upper house; 
Legislative Council represents special interests like 
teachers, graduates and local governments.

Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly

In Tamil Nadu, according to the strength 
of Legislative Assembly (234 members), 
the number of ministers may be up to 36, 
i.e. 15 percent of 234.  
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Abolition or Creation of 
Legislative Councils

Article 169 deals with the creation or 
abolition of Legislative Council in a State.  
Article 169 holds that if the state Legislative 
Assembly passes a resolution by a majority of 
not less than 2/3rd of the members present and 
voting and by the majority of total strength of 
the House, requesting the Parliament to create 
or abolish the state Legislative council then the 
Parliament may by law provide for the abolition 
and creation of the Legislative Council.

 3.4   Functions of the State 
Legislature

Legislative powers

The State Legislature can pass laws on all 
subjects mentioned in the State List as per 
the constitution.  It can also pass laws on 
concurrent subjects.  The State made law in a 
concurrent subject will become inoperative 
when the centre also passes a law on the same 
subject.  The passing of Bill into law follows the 
same procedure, as in the union parliament.  
Every bill passes through three readings.  Then 
it becomes an Act with the Governor’s assent.

Financial Powers

The Legislature controls the finances of the 
State.  The Lower House enjoys greater power 
than the Upper House in money matters.  
Money bills can be introduced only in the 
Lower House or the Assembly.  No new tax can 
be levied without the sanction and permission 
of the Assembly.

Controls over the Executive

The Council of Ministers is responsible to 
the Assembly.  The Ministers have to answer 
questions asked by the members of the 
Legislature.  They can be removed from office 
if the Assembly passes a vote of “no confidence 
motion” against the Ministry.

of the new Assembly.  While the office of the 
speaker is vacant, the Deputy Speaker performs 
his functions.
The Legislative Council  
(Upper House)

The legislative Council is the upper House of 
the State Legislature. 

The Vidhan Parishads (Legislative Council) 
forms a part of the state legislatures of India.  In 
Six of India’s 28 states the Legislative Council 
serves as the indirectly-elected upper house of 
a bicameral legislature.  It is also a permanent 
house because it cannot be dissolved.  Every 
Member of Legislative Council (MLC) serves 
for a six-year term, with terms staggered so that 
the terms of one-third of members expire every 
two years.  MLCs must be citizens of India not 
under 30 years of age, mentally sound and his 
name should be in the voter’s list of the state 
from which he or she is contesting the election.

The Tamil Nadu Legislative Council 
was abolished by Tamil Nadu 
Legislative Council (Abolition) 
Bill, 1986. The Act came into force 
on the 1st November 1986.

Election to Legislative Council
��  1/3 of the members are elected by local 

bodies.
��  1/12 of the members are elected by 

Graduates of the universities in the State.
��  1 /12 of the members are elected by 

Graduate teachers.
��  1/3 of the members are elected by the 

members of the Legislative Assembly.
��  1/6 is nominated by the Governor who is 

eminent in the field of literary excellence, 
art, social services or Co-operation.

The Chairman

The Chairman (chair person he / she) is 
the Presiding Officer of the Upper house.  
The Members elect a Chairman and a deputy 
chairman from among themselves.  In the 
absence of the chairman, the deputy chairman 
officiate the functions of the Legislative Council.
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 3.5  Judiciary of State
High Courts

The institution of high court originated in 
India in 1862 when the high courts were set up 
at Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. In the course 
of time, each province in British India came to 
have its own high court.  After 1950, a high court 
existing in a province became the high court for 
the corresponding state. The High Courts are 
the highest courts at State level.

High Court of Madras

The Constitution of India provides for a 
high court for each state, but the Seventh 
Amendment Act of 1956 authorised the 
Parliament to establish a common high court 
for two or more states or for two or more states 
and a union territory.  

For example, the States of Punjab and Haryana 
and the Union Territory of Chandigarh have a 
common High Court situated at Chandigarh.  
The High Court of Guwahati is common for 
four northeastern States of Assam, Nagaland,  
Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh. The High 
Court of Guwahati has its benches in Itanagar, 

Kohima and Aizwal. Delhi, though not a State, 
has its own separate High Court. Every High 
Court has a Chief Justice and a number of judges. 
The number of judges varies from State to State. 
The number of judges of each High Court is 
determined by the President. At present there 
are 25 High Courts for 28 States (including new 
Andhra Pradesh High Court established in 1st 
January 2019 at principal seat in Amravati) and 
nine Union Territories.

Jurisdiction and Powers of High Court 

Original Jurisdiction
In their judicial capacity, the High Courts 

of the Presidency towns (Bombay, Calcutta 
and Madras) have both original and appellate 
jurisdictions, while other High Courts have 
mostly appellate jurisdiction.

Only in matters of admiralty, probate, 
matrimonial and contempt of Court, they have 
original jurisdiction. The Presidency High 
Courts have original jurisdiction in which the 
amount involved is more than `2000 and in 
criminal cases which are committed to them by 
the Presidency Magistrates.
Appellate Jurisdiction

As Courts of appeal, all High Courts entertain 
appeals in civil and criminal cases from their 
subordinate Courts as well as on their own.

They have, however, no jurisdiction over 
tribunals established under the laws relating to 
the Armed Forces of the Country.
Writ Jurisdiction

Under Article 226 of the constitution, the 
High Courts are given powers of issuing writs 
not only for the enforcement of the Fundamental 
Rights, but also for other purposes. In exercise 
of this power, a Court may issue the same type 
of writs, orders or directions which the Supreme 
Court is empowered to issue under Article 32.

The jurisdiction to issue writs under this 
Article is larger in the case of High Courts, for 
which the Supreme Court can issue them only 
where a Fundamental Right has been infringed, 
a High Court can issue them not only in such 

The High Court of Madras is the 
one of the three High Courts in 
India established in the three 
Presidency Towns of Bombay, 
Calcutta and Madras by letters 

patent granted by Queen Victoria, bearing 
date 26 June 1862. The High Court building 
is the second largest judicial complex in the 
world after London.
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cases, but also where an ordinary legal right has 
been infringed. It has the power to issue the five 
kinds of Writs like Habeas Corpus, Mandamus, 
Prohibition, Quo Warranto, Certiorari.

Supervisory Jurisdiction 

High court has the power of superintendence 
over all courts and tribunals functioning in its 
territorial jurisdiction (except military courts or 
tribunals) Thus, it may

�� Call for returns from them; 

�� Make an issue, general rules and 
prescribe forms for regulating the 
practice and proceedings of them.

�� Prescribe forms in which books, entries 
and accounts are to be kept by them; and 

�� Settle the fees payable to the sheriff, 
clerks, officers and legal practitioners of 
them. 

Statue of Sama Neethi Kanda Cholan at 
 Madras High Court

Court of Record 

All the decisions and decrees issued by the High 
Court are printed and are kept as a record for 
future references by the Court as well as by the 
lawyers, is such a need arises. Thus, it also acts 
as a Court of Record.

SUMMARY
���The Governor is the constitutional head of the state executive.

���The Chief Minister is appointed by the Governor of the State.

���The Council of Ministers are collectively responsible to the State Legislature.  

���The Legislative Assembly is the real centre of power in the State.

���At present there are 25 High Courts for 28 States and nine Union Territories.

GLOSSARY

Constitution It has been defined as the fundamental law of a State. அரசியலமைப்பு 

Cabinet It is an inner body within the Council of Ministers which is 
responsible for formulating the policy of the Government. அமைச்சரமை 

Legislature the group of people in a country or part of a country who 
have the power to make and change laws ்சட்டைன்றம் 

Tribunal a special court chosen, especially by the government, to 
examine particular problem தீரப்்பாயம் 

Resolution an official decision that is made after a group or 
organisation has voted தீரைபானம் 
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I  Choose the Correct 
Answer

1.  The Governor of the State 
is appointed by the

 (a) Prime Minister

 (b) Chief Minister

 (c) President

 (d) Chief Justice

2. The Speaker of a State is a 

 (a) Head of State

 (b) Head of government 

 (c) President’s agent

 (d) None of these

3.  Which among the following is not one of 
the powers of the Governor?

 (a) Legislative (b) Executive

 (c) Judicial (d) Diplomatic

4.  Who can nominate one representative of 
the Anglo-Indian Community to the State 
Legislative Assembly?

 (a) The President

 (b) The Governor

 (c) The Chief Minister

 (d) The Speaker of State legislature

5.  The Governor does not appoint

 (a) Chief Minister

 (b)  Chairman of the State Public Service 
Commission

 (c) Advocate General of the State

 (d) Judges of the High Court

6. The State Council of Ministers is headed by

 (a) The Chief Minster

 (b) The Governor

 (c) The Speaker

 (d) The Prime Minister

7.  The minimum age for the membership of 
the Legislative Council is

 (a) 25 years (b) 21 years
 (c) 30 years (d) 35 years
8.  Which one of the following States does not 

possess a bicameral legislature?
 (a) Andhra Pradesh
 (b) Telangana
 (c) Tamil Nadu
 (d) Uttar Pradesh
9.  The High Courts in India were first started 

at
 (a) Calcutta, Bombay, Madras
 (b) Delhi and Calcutta
 (c) Delhi, Calcutta, Madras
 (d) Calcutta, Madras, Delhi
10.  Which of the following States have a 

common High Court?
 (a) Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
 (b) Kerala and Telangana
 (c) Punjab and Haryana
 (d) Maharashtra and Gujarat

II Fill in the blanks

1.  Governor of the state government 
surrenders his resignation to _______.

2.  Members of the Legislative assembly 
(MLAs) elected by the _______.

3.  _______ acts as the chancellor of universities 
in the state.

4.  The Chairman and Members of the State 
Public Service Commission can be removed 
only by the _______.

III Match the following

1. Governor  -   Head of the 
Government

2. Chief Minister - Head of the State
3. Council of Ministers - Tribunals 
4. MLC -  Responsible for 

the Assembly
5. Armed forces -  cannot vote for 

grants

EVALUATION
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IV Choose the correct statement

1.  Assertion (A): Th ere are limitations on the 
Legislative authority of the State Legislature.

  Reason (R): Certain bills on the State List 
can be introduced in the State Legislature 
only with the President’s approval. 

 a) (A) is false but R is true 
 b) (A) is true but (R) is false 
 c)  Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the 

correct reason for (A) 
 d)  Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is not 

the correct reason for (A) 

V Answer the brief questions

1.   What is the importance of the Governor of 
a state?

2.   What are the qualifi cations for the 
appointment of Governor?

3.   What is the original jurisdiction of the 
High Court?

4.   What do you understand by the “Appellate 
Jurisdiction” of the High Court?

VI Answer in detail 

1.   What are the powers and functions of the 
Chief Minister?

2.  Describe the legislative powers of the 
Governor.

3.  Critically examine the functions and powers 
of the Council of Ministers

VII Project and Activity

1.  Prepare a fl ow chart showing the State 
Government’s Administrative setup.

2.  Students to list out the names of the Tamil 
Nadu Governor, Chief Minister, Ministers 
and the Governors and Chief Ministers of 
the neighbouring States.

REFERENCE BOOKS 

1.  D.D. Basu - Introduction of the Constitution 
of India, S.C. Sarkar & Sons (Private) Ltd, 
1982.

2.  Subhash Kashyap - Our Constitution, 
National Book Trust, India, 2011.

INTERNET RESOURCES

1. www.tnrajbhavan.gov.in
2. www.tn.gov.in
3. www.hcmadras.tn.nic.in

Steps
• Open the Browser and type the URL given below.

• Click on any state of the Indian map to view the offi  cial website of the state and its function.

• For example, click on the Tamilnadu state.  An additional tab will open in the browser 
where you can see the offi  cial website of Tamilnadu.

• Likewise you can view the details of the other states.

Website URL:
https://www.mea.gov.in/india-at-glance.htm

ICT Corner
State Government
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        Introduction 
Foreign policy can be defi ned as a 

country’s policy that is conceived, designed 
and formulated to safeguard and promote 
her national interests in her external aff airs, 
in the conduct of relationships with other 
countries, both bilaterally and multilaterally. It 
seeks to secure the best interests of the people, 
territory and economy of the country. It is a 
direct refl ection of country’s traditional values 
and overall national policies, her aspirations 
and self-perception. Nations have also been 
interdependent. Interdependence has been an 
incontrovertible fact of international relations. 
Th e main tools of foreign policy are treaties and 
executive agreements, appointing ambassadors, 
foreign aid, international trade and armed 
forces.

Th e Constitution of India 1950
Article 51
Lays down Directive Principles of India’s 
foreign policy.
Th e state shall endeavour to

 �  Promote International peace and 
security

 �  Maintain just and honourable relations 
between nations

 �  Foster respect for international law and 
international organisation

 �  Encourage settlement of international 
disputes by arbitration

 
4.1

 
  Main Objectives of Our 
Foreign Policy

 � National security
 � National prosperity
 � Increasing the number of friendly nations
 �  Achieving world peace and enable every 

nation to peacefully co-exist
 �  Economic development

Learning Objectives
After studying this lesson, students will be able to

�� Identify the basic principles of India’s foreign policy
�� Explain the meaning and signifi cance of non-alignment
�� Analyse the stages of our foreign policy
�� Explain the importance of foreign policy
�� Recognise the diff erence between domestic policy and foreign policy

Th e Ministry of External Aff airs of India also 
known as Foreign Ministry comes under 
Government of India is responsible for the 
conduct of foreign relations of India. Th e 
foreign Service Training Institute, New Delhi 
established in 1986 provides training for 
offi  cers of Indian Foreign Services(IFS).

India’s Foreign 
Policy

Unit - 4
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 4.2  Panchsheel 
(derived from Sanskrit words, panch = five, 
sheel = virtues)

The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence 
(Panchsheel) between India (Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru) and China (Premier Chou-
En-Lai) was signed on 28 April 1954, which 
stated that the two governments entered into an 
agreement based on the following principles:

These principles were incorporated in the 
Bandung Declaration signed in the Afro-Asian 
Conference held in 1955 in Indonesia.

 4.3   Basic Determinants of 
a Foreign Policy

 �  Geographical position and size of territory
 �  Nation’s history, traditions and 

philosophical basis
 �  Natural resources
 �  The compulsion of economic development
 �  Political stability and structure of 

government
 �  The necessity of peace, disarmament and 

non-proliferation of nuclear weapons
 �  Military strength
 �  International milieu

Foreign Policy in 1950s and 1960s
The period from Independence through 

1950s and 1960s constituted the most 

idealistic phase of India’s foreign policy under 
the guidance of India’s first Prime Minister, 
Jawaharlal Nehru. The new nations that 
got independence after the long period of 
colonial struggle found themselves in a very 
difficult situation with respect to economic 
development. So it was necessary to align with 
either of the blocs – United States of America 
(USA) or Union Soviet Socialist Republic 
(USSR). Nehru, India’s first Prime Minister, was 
opposed to the rivalry of the two superpowers 
(America and Russia) who were trying to 
extend their influence over the newly emerged 
nations of Asia and Africa. So he chose the 
path of Non-Alignment (i.e., not aligning with 
any bloc) in the face of the bipolar order of 
the Cold War and tried to form a third bloc of 
nations in international affairs.

“Broadly, non-alignment means not tying 
yourself off with military blocs…. It means 
trying to view things, as far as possible, not 
form the military point of view, though that 
has to come in sometimes, but independently, 
and trying to maintain friendly relations with 
all countries”.

– Jawaharlal Nehru

 
4.4   The Non-Aligned 

Movement (NAM) in 1961
The term ‘Non-Alignment’ was coined 

by V. Krishna Menon in his speech at the 
United Nations in 1953. Non-alignment has 
been regarded as the most important feature 
of India’s foreign policy. It aimed to maintain 
national independence in foreign affairs by 
not joining any military alliance. The Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) was formed with a 
membership of 120 countries and 17 states as 
observers and 10 international organisations. 
It has  transformed from a political movement 
to an economical movement. 

The founding fathers of Non-Aligned 
Movement : Jawaharlal Nehru of India, Tito 
of Yugoslavia, Nasser of Egypt, Sukarno of 
Indonesia, and Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana 
were the founding fathers of NAM.

21_Civics_Unit_4_EM.indd   270 23-03-2020   19:47:02

www.supersmart2k19.com

http://www.supersmart2k19.com


India's Foreign Policy during 
Cold War Era

The Non-alignment roots did not prevent 
India from entering into an alignment with 
the Soviet Union by the Indo-Soviet treaty 
of 1971 (20-year pact of ‘peace, friendship 
and co-operation’). Then India embarked 
on a substantial programme of military 
modernisation. In 1974, India also conducted its 
first nuclear test at Pokhran under Subterranean 
Nuclear Explosions Project, in response to 
China’s nuclear test in 1964 at Lop Nor.

Changing global conditions determine the 
foreign policy details. India got her political 
freedom in the aftermath of a disastrous Second 
World War, and India had to be redeemed from 
acute poverty illiteracy, and chaotic socio-
economic conditions. Hence our new nation 
could not afford to military entanglements 
and military alliances.   Avoidance of military 
blocs was then not an option but a necessity. 
Non Alliance did not mean neutrality, but 
the freedom of nations to decide on issues 
independently. Non-alliance did not mean 
demilitarisation of nations. It was meant to 
ensure de-escalation of conflicts and tension. 
Even wither discarding the ‘Non-Alliance’ 
India could enormously strengthen her defence 
system and could become a nuclear power. Flaws 
or faults in details of foreign policy executions 
have been addressed time and again but India’s 
basic policy of non-Alliance is still in force.

First Nuclear Test at Pokhran (Rajasthan)

New Developments: in the 1990s 
and the 20th Century

During the 1990’s along with the fall 
of the Soviet Union, a new global economic 

order (Liberalisation, Privatisation, and 
Globalisation) emerged with the support of the 
western powers. India entered into pacts with 
global economic forum (GATT) and entered 
into bilateral, trilateral, multilateral agreements.  
Its nuclear experiments resulted in intimidatory 
reactions from the western world.  

This shifts in India’s policy manifested in 
various ways such as

�� �Better relations with China – the Look 
East Policy (1992)

 �  The second nuclear test at Pokhran (1998) 
in Rajasthan

 �  Defence procurement relationship with 
Israel

 �  Energy diplomacy with Arab countries 
and Iran

 �  Agreeing to US nuclear missile defence 
program and

 �  India’s vote against Iran at the 
International Atomic Energy Agency

India in the Resurgent 21st 
Century

The foremost task of India’s foreign policy 
is to enable the domestic transformation of 
India. 

India has adjusted to meet the needs of 
intensified economic engagement with the 
world, which is designed to meet the needs 
of an increased inflow of capital, technology, 
ideas and innovation for our development and 
our re-emergence as one of the world’s leading 
economies. 

India engages with current global subjects 
and articulates its international policies in 
order to gain a prominent place and makes its 
presence felt in on a global scale. It has joined 
new global groups like the Group of 20 (G-20), 
India, Brazil, South Africa (IBSA), and Brazil, 
Russia, India, China, South Africa (BRICS), 
which gives more scope for India to play a 
larger role in global affairs.

India’s global security concerns are 
reflected in its military modernisation, 
maritime security and nuclear policies.

271 India’s Foreign Policy
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 4.6   SAARC – South 
Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation

SAARC is an economic and geopolitical 
organisation of eight countries that are primarily 
located in South Asia. Th e SAARC policies aim 
to promote welfare economics, collective self-
reliance among the countries of South Asia 
and to accelerate socio-cultural development 
in the region. SAARC Disaster Management 
Centre was set up at New Delhi. Th e Centre is a 
sleek body of professionals working on various 
dimensions of disaster risk reduction and 
management in South Asia. SAARC satellite is 
a proposed communication–cum-meteorology 
satellite by Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) for the SAARC region.

Th e member countries are Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Maldives, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Foreign Policy is a combination of strategies 
carefully formulated by a nation for 
maintaining relationship with other nations.

Diplomacy is the instrument for 
implementing foreign policy of a state.

India has emerged as a major voice in 
global decision-making and management, and 
as a bridge and balancing power in the emerging 
global strategic architecture. Th e response of 
our policymakers at economic, political and 
strategic level have enabled India to emerge as a 
potential great power though it faces enormous 
developmental challenges. Th ese challenges 
include sustaining the country’s economic 
growth rate, ensuring energy and security. 
Non-military issues like climate change, energy 
security, competition for scarce resources, food 
and water security, pandemics and migration. 
Th ough numerous and formidable, these 
challenges are not beyond the reach of India’s 
policy establishment.

4.5   Basic Concepts of 
India’s Foreign Policy

 �  Preservation of national interest
 �  Achievement of world peace
 �  Disarmament
 �  Fostering cordial relationship with other 

countries
 �  Solving confl icts by peaceful means
 �  Independence of thought and action as 

per the principle of NAM
 �  Equality in conducting international 

relations
 �  Anti-colonialism, anti-imperialism, anti-

racism
Policy of Disarmament

Since independence, global non-
proliferation has been a dominant theme of 
India’s nuclear policy. So India supported UN 
disarmament programme. Indian nuclear 
programme in 1974 and 1998 is only done for 
strategic purposes.
Th e two themes of India’s nuclear doctrine are

 �  No fi rst use
 �  Credible minimum deterrence

It has decided not to use nuclear power 
for ‘off ensive purposes’ and would never use 
against any non-nuclear state. Indo-US civilian 
nuclear deal marks a signifi cant progress in 
India’s foreign policy.
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273 India’s Foreign Policy

 4.7   Contemporary context: 
change and continuity 
in India’s Foreign Policy

a)  Prioritising an integrated neighbour-
hood: Neighbourhood First policy
India’s foreign policy has always regarded 

the concept of neighbourhood as one of 
widening concentric circles, around the central 
axis of historical and cultural commonalties. 
India gives political and diplomatic priority 
to her immediate neighbours and the Indian 
Ocean Island states such as Maldives. This 
centrality of neighbours in India’s foreign 
policy stems from the clear understanding that 
a peaceful periphery is essential for India to 
achieve her multifarious developmental goals. 
India provides neighbours with support as 
needed in the form of resources, equipment and 
training. Greater connectivity and integration is 
provided so as to improve the free flow of goods, 
people, energy, capital and information.

b)  Bridging diplomacy and development
One of the major objectives of India’s 

foreign policy has been to leverage international 
partnership for India’s domestic development. 
This includes improving technological access, 
sourcing capital, gaining market access and 
securing natural resources.

c)  A gradual transition from ‘Look East’ to 
‘Act East’ policy
South East Asia begins with North East 

India. Myanmar is our land bridge to the 
countries of the Association of the Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). The purpose is to 
ensure a stable and multipolar balance of power 

in the Indo-Pacific and to 
become an integral part of 
Asia. This policy emphasises 
a more productive role for 
ASEAN and East Asian 
countries. The three big 
elements in our eastern policy 
are stronger emphasis on physical connectivity, 
commercial and security-related.

d)  Economic development
Currently India’s political moves are being 

influenced by economic imperatives. Many 
nations are moving to forge better relationship 
with India. Accelerated, balanced and inclusive 
economic development is India’s primary 
goal. India achieves this by ensuring peace 
and security and by leveraging the nation’s 
international partnership, to obtain all that is 
needed to fuel economic development, markets, 
investment, technology, linkage, mobility of 
personnel, fair global governance and a stable 
and fair environment conducive for growth.

e)  India as a leading power
India is a member of the G20, the East 

Asia Summit and the BRICS coalition, a 
testament to its status as a large country with 
a fast-growing economy. India aspires for 
permanent membership on the UN Security 
Council. And India now has an increasing 
range of interests, which are anchored in 
different parts of the world and which stem 
from a wide range of factors such as the need 
to secure energy, vital natural resources, the 
imperative of maintaining open shipping 
lanes, seeking investments and trade 
opportunities overseas and the need to secure 
trade access.

Difference between Domestic Policy and Foreign Policy

Domestic Policy Foreign Policy
 �  Domestic policy is the nation’s plan for 

dealing issues within its own nation.
 �  It includes laws focusing on domestic 

affairs, social welfare, health care, 
education, civil rights, economic issues 
and social issues.

 �  Foreign policy is the nation’s plan for 
dealing with other nations.

 �  Trade, diplomacy, sanctions, defence, 
intelligence and global environments are the 
types of foreign policy.
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SUMMARY

�� The foreign policy of the government concerns the policy initiatives made towards other States.

�� The Ministry of External Affairs is responsible for carrying out the foreign policy of India.

�� A goal – oriented foreign policy has the potential to achieve improved relations with other 
nations.

�� After independence joined the Commonwealth Nations and strongly supported independence 
movement in other countries.

�� During cold war adopted the policy of Non-Aligning itself with any major power blocs.

�� Foreign policy is currently focused on improving relations with neighbouring countries and 
major global powers.

GLOSSARY

External affairs matters having with international relations வெளியுறவு

multilateral involving more than two countries பலதரப்பு
procurement process of buying வ�ொள்முதல்

pluralism
the practice of holding more than one benefice 
at a time பன்மைக்�ொடபொடு

pandamics an epidemic disease வபருஙவ�ொள்்ளை ்�ொய்

ethos the characteristic spirit of culture பணபொடு

Conclusion
Today India has formal diplomatic relations 

with most of the nations, besides being the 
world’s second most populous country, largest 
democracy and one of the fastest growing 
country. Though India is not in any major 
military alliance, our relations with the major 
powers have acquired a strategic depth. Our 
common fight against terrorism is a particular 
element of strength. India has sought to achieve 

its security and socio-economic advancement 
while at the same time working for peace, 
freedom, progress and justice to all nations and 
peoples. Thus India adheres to the foreign policy 
principle that ‘in international relations there 
is no permanent friend and no permanent 
foe, only the interests are permanent’. New 
challenges forced India to adjust to new realities. 
Even then, basic framework of its foreign policy 
remained more or less the same.
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I   Choose the correct 
answer

1. Which Minister plays a 
vital role in molding foreign policy of our 
country?
a) Defense Minister
b) Prime Minister
c) External Affairs Minister
d) Home Minister

2. The Panchaseel treaty has been signed 
between
a) India and Nepal
b) India and Pakistan
c) India and China
d) India and Sri Lanka

3. Which article of Indian constitution directs 
to adopt foreign policy?
a) Article 50
b) Article 51
c) Article 52
d) Article 53

4. Apartheid is
a) An international association
b) Energy diplomacy
c) A policy of racial discrimination
d) None of these

5. The Agreement signed by India and China 
in 1954 related to
a) Trade and Commerce
b) Restoration of normal relations
c) Cultural exchange programmes
d) The Five Principles of Co existence

6. Which is not related to our foreign policy
a) World co operation
b) World peace
c) Racial equality
d) Colonialism 

7. Which of the following country is not the 
founder member of NAM?
a) Yugoslavia
b) Indonesia
c) Egypt
d) Pakistan

8. Find the odd one
a) Social welfare
b) Health care
c) Diplomacy
d) Domestic affairs

9. Non-Alliance means
a) being neutral
b) freedom to decide on issues 

independently
c) demilitarisation
d) none of the above

10. Non – military issues are
a) Energy security
b) Water security
c) Pandemics
d) All the above.

II Fill in the blanks
1. India conducted its first nuclear test at 

___________.
2. At present our foreign policy acts as a means 

to generate ________ for domestic growth 
and development.

3. ____________is the instrument for 
implementing foreign policy of a state.

4. _____________ was India’s policy in the 
face of the bipolar order of the cold war.

5. Our tradition and national ethos is to 
practice____________.

III   Consider the following statement and 
tick the appropriate answer

1. Arrange the following in the correct 
chronological order and choose the correct 
answer from the code given below.
(i) Panchsheel 
(ii) China's Nuclear test

 EXERCISE 
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6. Avoidance of military blocs was necessity 
for India after political freedom. Because 
India had to redeemed from

a) acute poverty
b) illiteracy
c) chaotic socio-economic conditions
d) all the above

IV Match the following

1. Indian Ocean island - 1955

2. Land bridge to ASEAN - 1954

3. Panchsheel - Maldives

4. Afro Asian Conference - Foreign Policy

5. World Peace - Myanmar

V Give short answers

1. What is foreign policy?

2. Explain India’s nuclear policy.

3. Differentiate: Domestic policy and Foreign 
policy

4. List any four guiding principles of 
Panchsheel?

5. What was the reason for India to choose the 
path of Non-Alignment?

6. List out the member countries of SAARC.

7. Name the architects of the Non-Aligned 
movement.

8. Mention the main tools of foreign policy.

VI Answer in detail

1. Write a detailed note on Non-alignment.

2. Discuss the core determinants of India’s 
foreign policy?

3. Make any two basic concepts followed by 
India to maintain friendly relations with its 
neighbours.

VII Project and activity

1.  Identify any two aspects of India’s foreign 
policy that you would like to retain and to 
change if you were the decision maker.

(iii) Twenty-year Treaty 
(iv) First Nuclear test of India

a) (i), (iii), (iv), (ii) b) (i), (ii), (iii), (iv)
c) (i), (ii), (iv), (iii) d) (i), (iii), (ii), (iv)

2. Which of the following is not about NAM?
(i) The term Non-Alignment was coined 

by V. Krishna Menon
(ii) It aimed to maintain national 

independence in foreign affairs by 
joining any military alliance

(iii) At present it has 120 member countries.
(iv) It has transformed to an economical 

movement
a) (i) and (ii) b) (iii) and (iv) 
c) (ii) only d) (iv) only

3. Write true or false against each of the 
statement.
a) During Cold War India tried to form a 

third bloc of nations in the international 
affairs.

b) The Ministry of Home Affairs is 
responsible for the conduct of the 
country’s foreign relations.

c) The nuclear test at Pokhran was done 
underSubterranean Nuclear Explosions 
Project. 

4. Assertion(A): India aligned with Soviet 
Union by the Indo-Soviet treaty on 1971.

 Reason(B): This began with a disastrous 
Indo –China war of 1962
a) A is correct and R explains A
b) A is correct and R does not explain A
c) A is correct and R is Wrong
d) Both A and R are wrong.

5. Assertion(A): India has formal diplomatic 
relations with most of the nations.

 Reason(R): India is the World’s second 
most populous country.
a) A is correct and R explains A
b) A is correct and R does not explain A
c) A is wrong and R is correct
d) Both are wrong
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INTERNET RESOURCES
1. https://www.mea.gov.in/
2. https://mnoal.org/
3. http://www.saarc-sec.org/

Step – 1  Open the Browser and type the URL given below (or) Scan the QR Code.
Step – 2 Click on ‘Useful Links’ in menu and select ‘India Missions Abroad’
Step – 3 Click on respective country to view details on Indian Missions Abroad

ICT Corner

Through this activity you will 
know about details of Indian 

embassy’s in the world. 

Website URL:
https://mea.gov.in/index.htm

India’s Foreign Policy
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        Introduction 
Independent India has been consistently 

fostering world peace and international co-
operation. India abjured military alliances, but 
has been active in cooperating and co-ordinating 
with other nations for peace and economic 
development. As the first Prime Minister of 
India Jawaharlal Nehru stated “We can neither 
be absolutely dependent or independent, but we 
live in a world of interdependence.” 

India would prefer a peaceful, wealthy 
neighbourhood responsive to its own needs 
and wishes. India has always been known as a 
peace-loving country and has strived hard to 
champion the cause of peace in the world. For 
the country to progress in an adequate manner, 
the maintenance of international relations has 
been regarded as an important area. Being 
a country with a huge population, India is 
surrounded by many neighbouring countries 
with whom she has tried to maintain friendly 
and good neighbourly relations.

 5.1   India and Its Neighbours

India’s position is unique in its 
neighbourhood. India’s neighbours had been a 
part of a homogenous culture prevailing in the 
Indian subcontinent for last five thousand years.

Learning Objectives
After studying this lesson, students will be able to
�� become familiar with our policies with the neighbouring countries
�� understand the importance of India’s policy towards developed nations
�� gain knowledge about India’s relationships with international organisations
�� recognise the achievement of BRICS and OPEC
�� imbibe the value of India’s position among world countries
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Neighbouring Countries of India

A bad neighbour is a misfortune, as much as a good one is a great blessing.
– Hesiod

India’s 
International 

Relations

Unit - 5

22_Civics_Unit_5_EM.indd   278 23-03-2020   19:48:21

www.supersmart2k19.com

http://www.supersmart2k19.com
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��  India is a vast country with Pakistan 
and Afghanistan to the north-west

��  China, Nepal, Bhutan to the north
��  Bangladesh to the east
��  Myanmar to the far east
�� Sri Lanka (from south-east) and 

Maldives (from south-west) are two 
countries that lie close to India separated 
by the Indian Ocean. India has cordial 
historical, religious, economic, ethnic 
and linguistic relationship with all of 
these countries. Let us know about 
India’s relations with its neighbours.

The countries that share the most number of 
neighbours touching its borders are China 
and Russia.

India and Afghanistan
Indo-Afghan relation was strengthened 

by the Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA). 
SPA provides assistance to re-build Afghan’s 
infrastructure, institutions, agriculture, water, 
education, health and providing duty-free access 
to the Indian market. India helped Afghans in 
the construction of Salma Dam in the Herat 
Province. India announced 500 scholarships 
for the children of the martyrs of Afghan 
Security Forces in school and colleges both in 
Afghanistan and in India. India is also supporting 
Afghanistan to improve its public health and 
small-scale industries. India is at the forefront 
of the promotion of investment in Afghanistan 
and a consortium of public and private Indian 

companies has been selected to make one of 
the biggest investments in the mining sector. To 
harness India’s sports potential, India has built 
Kandahar International Cricket Stadium. India’s 
Self Employed Women’s Association imparts 
training on sustainable livelihood and to be self-
reliant. Thus India is contributing proactively to 
the development of Afghanistan in the form of 
monetary aids and funds.

India and Bangladesh

India was the first nation to acknowledge 
Bangladesh (the former East Pakistan) as an 
independent country. India and Bangladesh 
share the longest land boundary of 4096.7 
kilometres. India has plans to implement 
the proposed rail connectivity between 
Agartala (India) and Akhaura (Bangladesh). 
Bangladesh has granted India road transit 
facility through its territories from Kolkata 
to Agartala via Dhaka under BBIN-MVA 
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal Motor 
Vehicle Agreement). The Farakka accord on 
sharing of Ganga waters signed in 1977 is a 
historic agreement. India and Bangladesh 
share 54 common rivers and a bilateral Joint 
River Commission is working to maximise 
benefits from common river systems. The 
Government of India provides grant assistance 
for project under ‘Aid to Bangladesh’ for 
the construction of buildings, laboratories, 
dispensaries and deep tube wells. In addition, 
scholarships are granted by ICCR (Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations) every year to 
students from Bangladesh and it has initiated 
a Tagore Chair in University of Dhaka. 
Both the countries jointly inaugurated the 
construction of 130-kilometre Bangladesh 
India Friendship Pipeline between Siliguri in 
West Bengal and Parbatipur (Bangladesh).

The Teen Bigha Corridor is a strip of land 
belonging to India on the West Bengal–
Bangladesh border, which was leased to 
Bangladesh in 2011.

From the Indus Civilisation, India and 
Afghanistan have a deep-rooted multi-faceted 
relationship. During the reign of Kanishka, 
a large number of Indian missionaries went 
to China, Central Asia and Afghanistan to 
preach their religion.

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan of Baluchistan 
(a border province in today’s Pakistan) was a 
prominent leader of the Indian Independence 
movement and active supporter of the Indian 
National Congress.
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India and Bhutan

Bhutan, a small Himalayan kingdom, 
popularly known as a land of thunderbolt, 
is one of the poorest countries of the world. 
The diplomatic relations between India and 
Bhutan were established in 1968 with the 
appointments of a resident representative of 
India in Thimphu. Bhutan is a landlocked 
nation. So it is highly dependent on India 
for access to sea. India is the principal 
contributor in the economic development 
of Bhutan. India declared the bilateral trade 
relation known as ‘Bharat to Bhutan’ (B2B). 
India provides scholarship to Bhutanese 
students to study in prestigious institutions 
of higher learning and offered help in setting 
up a digital library in Bhutan. The prestigious 
Nehru-Wangchuk Scholarship is being 
awarded to deserving and talented Bhutanese 
nationals to undertake studies in selected 
premier Indian educational institutions. The 
hydel power sector represents one of the main 
indicators of bilateral co-operation between 
India and Bhutan. So far, Government of 
India has constructed three hydroelectric 
projects in Bhutan (Chukha, Kurichchu and 
Tala). India has helped Bhutan in developing 
that country’s infrastructure by establishing 
telecommunication and in the construction 
of hospitals, roads and bridges.

Gur Padmasambhava, a Buddhist saint 
who went to Bhutan from India, played an 
influential role in spreading Buddhism and 
cementing traditional ties between people of 
both nations.

India and China

In terms of geographic and demographic 
dimension, skilled manpower and 
civilisational depth, China is the only country 
in the region which qualifies for comparison 
with India. China, being the manufacturing 
hub of the world, is strategically very important 
to India. India and China share similarity 
of view on many fronts like World Trade 
Organisation, international climate change 
talks and reforms of the World Bank. Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation, which was China’s 
initiative, has granted the observer status to 
India, while SAARC had granted the observer 
status to China. Both sides have established 
more dialogue mechanisms covering diverse 
sectors. Bilateral trade has registered 
enormous growth. India and China have 
signed an educational exchange programme. 
Under this agreement, scholarships are 
awarded to 25 students, by both sides, in 
recognised institutions of higher learning in 
each other’s country.

McMahon Line: This is the boundary line 
between India and China, east of Bhutan. 
It was determined 1914 at a conference of 
representatives of British India, Tibet and 
China. The Secretary of State for India (in 
British Cabinet), Arthur Henry McMahon, 
represented British India at the Conference.

India and Maldives

Maldives is located south of Lakshadweep 
Islands in the Indian Ocean. The relationship 
with Maldives is important for India given 
its strategic location and geographical 
proximity.  India and Maldives share ethnic, 
linguistic, cultural, religious and commercial 
links steeped in antiquity and enjoy cordial 
and multi-dimensional relations. Trade and 
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India and Nepal

Nepal is a natural buff er between India 
and China. Being a small landlocked country, 
Nepal depends on India for economic support 
and transit facilities. India shares borders in 
fi ve indian states – – Sikkim, West Bengal, 
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand – with 
Nepal. People residing in the border districts on 
both sides share deeper cultural bonds. Indian 
fi rms are the biggest investors in Nepal. India 
provides substantial fi nancial and technical 
development assistance with the focus on 
infrastructure, irrigation, health, energy projects 
and community development. India built the 
204-kilometre long Mahendra Raj Marg to 
link Kathmandu and India. Nepal is endowed 
with fast-fl owing rivers and its terrain is ideal 
for hydroelectric power generation. India has 
taken up the work of 5600  MW Pancheshwar 
project, which remained stalled for 18 years 
aft er agreement. Nepali and Indian people visit 
each other’s country for religious pilgrimage. 
Pashupati and Janakpur are traditional centres 
in Nepal whereas Varanasi and the four Dhaams 
(Badrinath, Puri, Dwaraka and Rameshwaram) 
are important pilgrimage destinations in India. 
Th e bond of friendship further increased when 
India included Nepalese language in the VIII 

tourism are being developed between the 
two countries. Both countries have agreed to 
strengthen cooperation to enhance maritime 
security in the Indian Ocean Region through 
coordinated patrolling and aerial surveillance 
and exchange of information.

India and Myanmar

India’s second largest border is shared 
with Myanmar (known as Burma till 
1989). Four North-Eastern Indian states – 
Arunachala Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur 
and Mizoram – also share their borders 
with Myanmar. Myanmar is India’s gateway 
to South East Asia. India is building the 
Kaladan Multi-Model Transit Transport, a 
road-river-port cargo transport project to 
link Kolkata to Sittwe in Myanmar. A project 
aiming to connect Kolkata with Ho Chi Minh 
City on the South Sea for the formation of an 
economic zone will have a road pass through 
Myanmar, Cambodia and Vietnam and work 
on the first phase connecting Guwahati with 
Mandalay is currently underway. Myanmar is 
an important partner in our energy needs for 
petroleum and natural gas. Some of the Indian 
companies such as Essar, GAIL and ONGC 
Videsh Ltd. have invested in Myanmar’s 
energy sector.
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schedule of the Constitution. A joint hydropower 
project is being built on the Sharda River. This 
power plant helps both India and Nepal with 
respect to electricity production and irrigation 
facilities. From the environmental perspective, 
there are a number of tiger reserves along Indo-
Nepal border. The governments of India and 
Nepal have signed three sister-city agreements 
for twinning of Kathmandu-Varanasi, Lumbini-
Bodhgaya and Janakpur-Ayodhya.
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India and Pakistan

Since the bifurcation of territory, which 
demarcated India and Pakistan in 1947, the 
two nations have had strained relations due 
to disagreements over a number of key issues. 
Terrorism remains our core concern in the 
relationship with Pakistan. Pakistan has been 
antagonistic when maintaining relations with 
India. But India has made extreme efforts to 
improve and stabilise relations with Pakistan. 
The cross-border firing between India and 
Pakistan and the terrorist attacks combined 
have taken its toll on the Kashmiris, who have 
suffered poor living standards and an erosion of 
human rights. Kashmir is the bone of contention 

between India and Pakistan, which has brought 
the two countries into an open clash many times.  
Cross-border terrorism is a major irritant. 
India tried to bring a positive change in the 
relationship of the two countries through 
bilateral agreements such as Shimla Agreement 
and Lahore Declaration.

India and Sri Lanka

India has cultural, historical and religious 
ties with Sri Lanka. Separated by the narrow 
expanse of the Palk Strait, India and Sri 
Lanka have shared excellent trade relations 
committing to each other in both bilateral 
free trade agreements as well as developing 
interactions through SAARC. The relationship 
between India and Sri Lanka can generally be 
termed as friendly, except for the brief spell in 
which the Tamil ethnic problem cast its shadow 
on the relations between the two countries. 
India and Sri Lanka has conventionally close 
to each other. India is among the top investors 
in Sri Lanka and its investments are in diverse 
areas including petroleum retail, IT, real 
estate, telecommunication and tourism. On 
the other hand, the Sri Lankan investments 
in India include Brandix (garment city in 
Vishakhapatnam), MAS Holdings, John Keels, 
Hayleys, apart from the other investments in 
the freight servicing and logistic sector. India 
offers scholarship slots annually to deserving 
Sri Lankan students. Sri Lanka is also a partner 
in Nalanda University Project of India.

Ashoka had sent his son Mahinda and 
daughter Sangamitra to Ceylon (Sri Lanka) 
for the propagation of Buddhism. Chola 
kings Rajaraja I and Rajendra I conquered 
the northern part of Ceylon.

 5.2   India’s Relationships 
with Developed 
Countries

A developed country is a sovereign state 
that has a highly developed economy and 
advanced technological infrastructure relative 
to other less industrialised nations. 

LoC (Line of Control) The Ceasefire line 
determined in 1949 was called the LoC after 
1972. This is the boundary that came to be 
agreed between India and Pakistan under 
the Shimla Agreement of 1972. It was called 
Radcliffe Line at the time of partition in1947, 
(Radcliffe was the chairman of the border 
commission.) This is now called LoC.
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India has been balancing the superpowers 
with great care and had been trying to reap the 
maximum benefit for its domestic development.

a. USA
India and the United States of America 

has signed a Communications Compatibility 
and Security Agreement (COMCASA) that 
will lead to a new generation of bilateral 
military partnership. It is valid for a period 
of 10 years. COMCASA gives India access to 
advanced communication technology used in 
U.S. defence equipment and allows real-time 
information sharing between the militaries of 
the two countries.
b. European countries

There has been a significant progress in 
all areas particularly the growing cooperation 
and exchanges include defence, counter-
terrorism, nuclear energy and space. French 
space launch pads are used by ISRO. India and 
France are cooperating on developing smart 
cities Chandigarh, Nagpur and Puducherry. 
India and France launched the International 
Solar Alliance, which brings together countries 
between Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of 
Capricorn for cooperation on solar energy.

c. Australia
India and Australia have built strategic 

trust over the years slowly yet steadily. Australia 
and India are committed to working together 
to enhance maritime co-operation with India’s 
bilateral naval exercise (AUSINDEX). 

d. Japan
India decided to introduce the Japan’s 

Shinkansen system. It is a highest class of high-

speed railway system with safety and accuracy. 
Delhi Metro is one of the most successful 
examples of Japanese co-operation. Mumbai–
Ahmedabad High Speed Railway (MAHSR) is 
another area of co-operation. The Government 
of Japan has offered 20 seats per year to Indian 
nationals for a master’s degree course in the 
University of Japan for serving the Indian 
Railways.

In the manufacturing sector Japan 
announced its co-operation of training 30,000 
Indian people in the Japan India Institute 
of Manufacturing (JIM) providing Japanese 
style manufacturing skills to enhance India’s 
manufacturing industry base and contribute to 
‘Make in India’ and ‘Skill India’ initiatives.

In 2017, the first four JIMs were started in 
the states of Gujarat, Karnataka, Rajasthan and 
Tamil Nadu and JEC (two Japanese Endowed 
Courses in engineering colleges) was established 
in Andhra Pradesh.

Recent initiatives include the establishment 
of three India-Japan Joint Laboratories in 
the area of information and communication 
technology (Internet of Things, Artificial 
Intelligence and Big Data Analytics).

 5.3  India and West Asia 
West Asia includes Egypt, the Arabian 

Peninsula, Turkey and Iran. India and West 
Asia enjoy pre-historical ties. Trade relations 
were established between the civilisations of 
Mesopotamia and the Indus Valley.

West Asia stands as a region of considerable 
significance for India, economically as well as 
strategically. West Asia is gateway to landlocked 
and energy-rich Central Asia. With the 
advent of the new millennium, there has been 
extraordinary turnaround in the relationship 
between the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
countries and India.

A trilateral agreement called the Chabahar 
Agreement was signed between India, 
Afghanistan and Iran, which has led to the 
establishment of transit and transport corridor 
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among three countries using Chabahar port. 
Th is port is seen as golden gateway for India to 
access landlocked markets of Afghanistan and 
Central Asia bypassing Pakistan.

One of the oldest maritime trading routes 
ran from ancient Sumeria via Bahrain to the 
Indus Civilisation called Meluha.

In medieval times, comments a noted scholar 
M.S. Agwani, “the Indian expertise in medicine, 
mathematics and astronomy was highly valued 
by Arab and Iranian scholars who eventually 
made it part of their own intellectual traditions.”

 5.4   India and International 
Organisations

India is a potential superpower and has a 
growing international infl uence all around the 
world. Being a newly industrialised country, 
India has a great history of collaboration with 
several countries. It has acted as prominent 
member of several international organisations 
and has been a founding member of some. India 
is a member of formal groupings like UNO, 
NAM, SAARC, G20 and the Commonwealth.

India has been extending a helping 
hand to the UNO, in all her efforts in ending 
military conflicts, and in promoting peace 
and progress among the nations.

BRICS

Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa are leading emerging economies 
and political powers at the regional and 
international level. The BRICS organisation’s 
headquarters is in Shanghai, China. BRICS 
opened up a possibility for countries of 
the Global South to challenge the Global 
North. India is an active member and this 
collaboration paves way for India to build 
its global profile.

Reason for the formation of BRICS

To be an alternative to World Bank and 
IMF to challenge U.S. supremacy

To provide self-owned and self-
managed organisations to carry out 
developmental and economical plans in its 
member nations
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India is actively engaged in general economic diplomacy, which is evident in the country 
being part of several economic coalitions, as listed in the table below.

Name of the global groupings Name of the member  
countries Objectives

IBSA India, Brazil, South Africa

To focus on agriculture, 
education, energy, trade, 
culture and defence among 
others

BCIM Bangladesh, China, India, 
Myanmar

To respond to threats such as 
natural disasters and data 
breaches and protect business 
interests

MGC  
(Mekong Ganga cooperation)

India, Cambodia, Laos PDR 
Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam

To create necessary 
infrastructural facilities in the 
Ganga-Mekong basin

BIMSTEC 
(Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation)

Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan 
and Nepal

To strengthen and improve the 
technological economic 
cooperation, international 
trade and foreign direct 
investment cooperation

RCEP 
(Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership)

Australia, Brunei, Cambodia, 
China, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Korea, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, New Zealand, 
Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, Vietnam

To achieve modern high-
quality and mutually beneficial 
agreement that covers trade in 
goods, trade in service, 
investments, technical 
cooperation dispute settlement 
and other issues

EAS
(East Asia Summit)

10 ASEAN nations + 8 
strategic partners including 
US, China, India, Japan

To promote peace and stability

GCC 
Gulf Cooperation Council

Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, United Arab 
Emirates, India

To achieve unity based on their 
common objectives and their 
similar political and cultural 
identities

BBIN Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Nepal For energy development

SCO 
(Shanghai cooperation 
organization)

India, Kazakhstan, China, 
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan

For security-related concerns, 
resolving border issues, 
intelligence sharing and 
countering terrorism
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Objectives of BRICS

��  To achieve regional development

��  It acts as a bridge between developed 
and developing countries

��  To contribute extensively to development 
of humanity

��  To establish a more equitable and fair 
world

��  Boost intra BRICS trade in their local 
currencies to increase trade cooperation 
and cope with the current international 
financial crisis

��  To promote the technological 
information exchange among the 
member states

��  To enhance inclusive economic growth 
that will lead to an increase in the 
creation of jobs, fight against poverty and 
accelerate the economic transformation 
of members.

The financial architecture of BRICS
The New Development Bank (NDB) is 

a multilateral development bank. Its primary 
focus is lending for infrastructure projects. 
It aims to contribute to development plans 
established nationally through projects that 
are socially, environmentally and economically 
sustainable. It gives priority to projects aimed at 
developing renewable energy sources.

The Contingent Reserve Arrangement 
(CRA) is a framework for providing protection 
against global liquidity pressures, which 
includes currency issues.

BRICS payment system

At the 2015 BRICS Summit, ministers from 
the BRICS nations initiated consultations for a 
payment system that would be an alternative to 
the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication (SWIFT) system.
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The acronym BRICS was coined by Jim 
O’Neill, a famous British economist. He 
predicted that by year 2050 Brazil, Russia, 
India and China would become bigger than 
the six most industrialised nations in dollar 
terms and would completely change the 
power dynamics of the last 300 years.
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The factors that bolster co-operation among 
members

First, the common need among developing 
countries to construct an economic order that 
reflects the current situation will drive the 
BRICS efforts. In this matter, the idea of NDB 
and CRA are defining changes and will have 
huge geo-economic and geopolitical impact.

Second, the BRICS alternative idea in the 
landscape of global governance will attract 
support from other countries.

Third, the expansion of BRICS interaction 
to other sector will make it more strong 
partnership.

OPEC
OPEC, the Organisation of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (a group of oil-producing 
nations), is an intergovernmental organisation 
founded in Baghdad, Iraq, and headquartered 
in Vienna, Austria. Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia and Venezuela are the OPEC’s Founder 
Members.

There are three categories of memberships: 
Founder Members, Full Members and Associate 
Members. At present there are 15 member 
nations (two are located in South America, six 
in the Middle East and seven in Africa). OPEC 
membership is open to any country that exports 
crude oil and which shares the ideals of the 
organisation.

OPEC’s mission

��  To coordinate oil policies in its member 
countries

��  Help stabilise oil markets
��  To secure fair and stable income to 

petroleum producers
��  An efficient, economic and regular 

supply of oil to consuming nations
��  A fair return on capital to those investing 

in the petroleum industry

How does OPEC help other countries?

The OPEC Fund for International 
Development (OPID) is an institution that 

helps finance projects with low interest loans. It 
also provides grants to social and humanitarian 
projects.

OPEC has an Information Centre with 
over 20,000 volumes including books, reports, 
maps and conference proceedings related to 
petroleum, energy and the oil market. The 
Information Centre is open to the public and is 
often used by researchers and students.

India’s relationship with OPEC

India is one of the biggest consumers of 
crude oil. OPEC obviously has vested interest 
in India’s economic growth. We import 86% of 
crude oil, 70% natural gas, 95% of cooking gas 
from OPEC countries. India has been identified 
as a great partner for OPEC mainly because of 
its high oil demand.

India doesn’t have enough oil reserves. 
India can’t produce oil. Devoid of necessary 
oil reserves India strongly focuses on 
agriculture, and industrial production.

Conclusion

Apart from economic and trade 
cooperation, India also aspires to have 
a warm relationship with its neighbours 
and extended neighbours in the field of 
education, health, fighting terrorism, disaster 
management, employment for its citizens, 
curbing organised crimes, technology 
development and so on.

The OPEC LOGO

It is the result of an 
international design 
competition held in 1969. An 
Austrian designer Svoboda 
won the competition with 
her design, which combined 

the different letters of the organisation’s name 
in a rounded design.
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SUMMARY

�� India has always been known as a peace – loving country and has strived hard to 
champion the cause of peace in the world.

�� India has cordial, historical, religious, economic, ethnic and linguistic relationship 
with all its neighbouring countries.

�� India supports its neighbours to improve public health, small scale industries, tele 
communication, education and in the construction of roads and bridges,

�� Government of India provides grant assistance for the construction of buildings, 
laboratories, dispensaries and deep tube wells to its neighbours.

�� India is contributing proactively to the development of its neighbours in the form of 
monetary aids and funds.

�� India has good relationship with the superpowers and tries to reap the maximum 
benefit for its domestic development.

�� India extend it support to the UNO in all her efforts.
�� India is an active member of BRICS and it paves way for India to build its global profile.

GLOSSARY

homogenous of the same kind/alike ஒரினத்தைச் சேர்நதை

bilateral trade trading between two countries இருதைரப்பு வரததைகம்

hydroelectric 
project

producing electricity by using the 
power of fast moving water நீர மினேசார திட்டம்

infrastructure the basic organisational facilities உளகட்ட்ைப்பு

antiquity the ancient past ததைசான்ை
bifurcation to divide into two parts இரண்டசாகப் பிரிததைல்

surveillance Close observation கணகசாணிப்பு

I   Choose the correct 
answer

1. Mc Mahon  Line is a 
border between
a) Burma and India
b) India and Nepal
c) India and China
d) India and Bhutan

 EXERCISE 

2. India is not a member of which of the 
following
1) G20
2) ASEAN
3) SAARC
4) BRICS
a) 2 only  b) 2 and 4
c) 2, 4 and 1 d) 1, 2 and 3
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II Fill in the blanks
1. ____________ is a small Himalayan 

kingdom.

2. India’s gateway to South East Asia is 
____________.

3. ____________ is a buffer country between 
India and China.

4. A strip of land ____________, belongs 
to India on West Bengal and Bangladesh 
border.

5. ____________ is known as the Land of 
thunderbolt.

6. India and Sri Lanka are separated by 
____________.

III  Consider the following statement and 
tick the appropriate answer

1. The Kaladan transport project by India and 
Myanmar consists of which of the following 
modes of transport?

 1. Roads 2. Railways
 3. Shipping 4. Inland water transport
 Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 1, 3 and 4 only
c) 2, 3 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

2. Assertion (A): India and France launched 
International Solar Alliance.

 Reason (R): It was done to bring together 
countries between Tropic of Cancer and 
Tropic of Capricorn for co-operation of 
solar energy.
a) A is correct and R is the correct 

explanation of A
b) A is correct and R is not the correct 

explanation of A
c) A is wrong and R is correct
d) Both are wrong

3. Which of the following statements are true?
 Statement 1. ICCR has initiated a Tagore 

Chair in University of Dhaka.

3. OPEC is
a) An international insurance Co.
b) An international sports club
c) An Organisation of Oil Exporting 

Countries
d) An international company

4. With which country does India share its 
longest land border?
a) Bangladesh b) Myanmar
c) Afghanistan d) China

5. Match the following and choose the correct 
answer form the codes given below.
i) Salma Dam - 1. Bangladesh
ii) Farakka accord - 2. Nepal
iii) Chukha hydroelectric  

project - 3. Afghanistan
iv) Sharda River project - 4. Bhutan
 a) 3 1 4 2 b) 3 1 2 4 
 c) 3 4 1 2 d) 4 3 2 1

6. How many countries share its border with 
India?
a) 5  b) 6  c) 7  d) 8

7. Which two island countries are India’s 
neighbours?
a) Sri Lanka and Andaman island
b) Maldieves and Lakshadweep island
c) Maldieves and Nicobar island
d) Sri Lanka and Maldieves

8. Which Indian state is surrounded by three 
countries?
a) Arunachal Pradesh
b) Meghalaya
c) Mizoram d) Sikkim

9. How many Indian states have their 
boundary with Nepal?
a) Five b) Four
c) Three  d) Two

10. Who drew up the borders for independent 
Pakistan?
a) Lord Mountbatten
b) Sir Cyril Radcliffe
c) Clement Atlee
d) None of the above.
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2. Trace the reason for the formation of BRICS 
and write its objectives.

3. Mention OPEC missions and how does it 
help other countries?

VII  Project and activity
1.  Students can be asked to collect information 

form newspapers about India’s relation with 
world countries.

2. Group project involving students to prepare 
an album with pictures on India’s latest 
projects with its neighboring countries.
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 Statement 2. Mayanmar is India’s gateway 
to western countries.

 Statement 3. Nepal and Bhutan are land 
locked nations.

 Statement 4. Sri Lanka is one of the partner 
in Nalanda University Project of India.
a) 1, 2 and 3 b) 2, 3 and 4
c) 1, 3 and 4 d) 1, 2 and 4

4. Assertion (A): OPEC has vested interest in 
India’s economic growth.

 Reason (R): Devoid of necessary oil 
resources India strongly focuses on 
agriculture and industrial production.
a) A is correct and R explains A
b) A is wrong and R is correct
c) Both are correct
d) Both are wrong

IV Match the following
1. Brandix - Vienna
2. COMCASA - Japan
3. Shinkansen system - Shanghai
4. BRICS - USA
5. OPEC - Garment city in  

  Vishakapatnam

V Give short answers
1. Name the neighbouring countries of India.
2. Write a short note on Strategic partnetship 

Agreement (SPA).
3. Mention the member countries of BRICS.
4. What do you know about Kaladan Multi – 

Model Transit Transport?
5. How do you assess the importance of 

Chabahar agreement?
6. List out any five global groupings in which 

India is a member.
7. What is the role of Japan India Institute of 

Manufacturing (JIM)?
VI Answer in detail
1. Highlight India and International 

organisation with special reference to any 
three India’s global groupings.
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